
 
Part One: The First 100 Years 

1863-1963 
by The Rev. Gary Lemmon  

 
 
 

rior to the Civil War there were only a few families in Pittsfield who professed the Episcopal faith. 
Prominent among them was the family of Daniel Sanderson, who moved to this community in 
1835. Their son James Augustus, who was born in Lowell, Massachusetts on May 20, 1834, 

attended the Pittsfield public school and finally Dartmouth College where he was graduated with the class of 
1859. He then attended Andover Theological Seminary and a year later entered Berkeley Divinity School in 
Middleton, Connecticut and became associated with the Diocese of Connecticut. 

In 1862 after his ordination Rev. Mr. Sanderson returned to Pittsfield to visit relatives and friends. While 
in the community, he was invited by several Episcopal gentlemen to hold a Prayer Book service for their 
benefit and to preach. He consent, and a numerous congregation assembled on Sunday, October 12, 1862 in 
the Congregational Meeting House on Main Street for the first Episcopal service in Pittsfield. The minds of 
the people were solemnly impressed, and they said, “We would hear thee again of this matter.” Arrangements 
were accordingly made and an attentive congregation gathered from time to time in Washington Hall, a public 
room of the old Washington House for services. 

The Masonic Hall on Main Street was rented for regular services from December 27, 1862 until the 
present building was occupied. 

The work was aided by various neighboring clergymen, notably the Rev. Isaac George Hubbard, D.D., 
Rector of Grace Church, Manchester and the Rev. James Henry Eames, D.D., Rector of Saint Paul’s Church 
in Concord. This was to be the first of 21 churches which Dr. Eames had a hand in founding. 

 
We the undersigned citizens of Pittsfield and vicinity, in the State of New Hampshire, being desirous of 
enjoying and maintaining the worship and ordinances of the Canons, regulations, and wages of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church as established by the General Convention of said Church in these United 
States, and by the Convention of said Church in the said State of New Hampshire, do hereby associate 
and bind ourselves together, and become a body politic, and corporate according to the laws of the State 
of New Hampshire aforesaid, under the name and style of the Parish of St. Stephens Church in said 
Pittsfield. 
 
Dated this twenty-fifth day of March, A.D. One thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 
 
Names 
Benjamin Emerson 
F. B. Berry 
R. P. J. Tenney 
Chas S. P. Sanderson 
W. A. Mack 
M. V. B. Edgerly 
S. Smith 
Scott French 
E. O. Sanderson 
D. P. Sanderson 
David Sanderson 
 
Rev. James A. Sanderson of the Diocese of Connecticut, minister officiating 

P 



 
Wardens 
Benjamin Emerson 
Scott French 
W. A. Mack 
Frank B. Berry 
Chas. S. P. Sanderson 
Martin V. B. Edgerly 
Sylvanus Smith 
 
Treas. 
W. A. Mack 
Clerk 
E. O. Sanderson 
 
On March 30, 1863 the Parish of St. Stephen’s Church in Pittsfield was organized. Eleven persons were 

present. The Bishop appointed Rev. Mr. Sanderson as Minister-in-charge. 
 

Pittsfield, N. H. March 30, 1863 
 

F. B. Berry, C. S. Sanderson, W. A. Mack, Sylvanus Smith, Scott French, E. O. Sanderson, D. P. 
Sanderson and Daniel Sanderson met at the office of Thorndike & French and proceeded to 
organize the Parish of St. Stephens Church in Pittsfield. 

The meeting was call to order by Scott French  
Scott French was chosen moderator by ballot and sworn.  
Sylvanus Smith was chosen clerk of the meeting by ballot and sworn.  
On motion of W. A. Mack, the By-Laws of the Parish were adopted.  
Proceeded to choice of Parish Officers.  
Chose Benjamin Emerson, Senior Warden, Scott French for Mod. And sworn.  
Vestrymen chosen and sworn: W. A. Mack, F. B. Berry, C. S. P. Sanderson, M. V. B. Edgerly & 

Sylvanus Smith.  
Voted that the board of Wardens & Vestrymen be authorized to purchase and prepare a lot for a 

Chapel, and have charge of building the chapel.  
Voted that the board of Wardens & Vestrymen be authorized to raise by subscription or 

otherwise, the sum of two hundred dollars towards the support of a clergyman for the ensuing year, 
commencing April 1st, 1863.  

Voted that the Clerk be authorized to purchase a book, and record the doings of this meeting, 
and also a bond of Association and By-laws adopted at this meeting, with the names signed thereto.  

Voted that the Clerk be authorized to procure a publication in the New Hampshire Patriot of the 
organization of this Parish.  

Voted that this meeting adjourn sine die—  
A true record attest 
Sylvanus Smith, 
Clerk of this meeting 

 
The Sixty-third Diocesan Convention was held at Trinity Church, Sanbornton Bridge [the old name for 

Tilton] on Wednesday, May 27, 1863 at which time St. Stephen’s was admitted into the union with the 
Diocese.  

The first duty of the new parish was to plan for a house of worship. A piece of land on Main Street was 
had from Mr. and Mrs. James Drake for $500 to be used as a lot for the church. 

Bishop Chase made his first visitation to St. Stephen’s on Sunday, July 19, 1863 preaching twice in the 
Masonic Hall, Devine Service being read by the Rev. James A. Sanderson. In good time, on Monday, came the Rev. 



Dr. Eames and a pleasant company of ladies and 
gentlemen from Concord. At 1:00 o’clock the procession 
moved from the hall to the foundation of the new church, 
and with due religious ceremonies and prayers laid the 
corner stone, the address being given by Rev. Dr. Eames. 

 
The frame country Gothic style building 

seating about 150 persons was soon completed. 
The interior was sheathed with oiled chestnut. 

The organ, made by Mssrs. E. & G. G. 
Hook of Boston, was presented by Daniel I. 
Tenney of New York. George M. March, a 
Portsmouth man, gave the Communion service 
and the Bible. Mrs. William Wyman, then of 
Baltimore, provided the lectern and pulpit. The 
sanctuary and rose stained glass windows by 
Owen Doremus of New Jersey were given by 
Mrs. James H. Eames of Concord. A Caen stone 
font was also secured. The Bishop’s chair was 
given in memory of Mr. Scott French, the first 

Junior Warden, who died before the completion of the building. 
The Rev. Mr. Sanderson went back to Connecticut in the Spring of 1864. He died at Plymouth, 

Massachusetts, Nov. 9, 1890. The altar cross and vases were given in his memory. 
Bishop Chase, in his convention address of 1864, spoke of St. Stephen’s as one of four important 

vacancies. “It is desirable,” he said, “that at an early date these should be supplied with able ministers of the 
New Testament: may the good Lord send us such men.” 

On June 18 the Bishop sanctioned the Vestry’s election of the Rev. Daniel F. Smith as Rector, born in 
Saco, Maine on April 25, 1836 and graduated from Bowdoin College in 1857 after which he went to Concord, 
New Hampshire to teach at St. Paul’s School until the fall of 1859, attended the General Theological 
Seminary in New York, entered upon parish duties in Calais, Maine from whence he came to Pittsfield for a 
salary of $700 paid partly by pew rents and subscriptions and partly from missionary sources. 

The new Rector and his wife, Eliza Stone Thompson, fitted well into the new parish. 
The church lot and building were conveyed by deed in 1864 to the Trustees of the Episcopal Church in 

New Hampshire to be held by them in trust for the use and benefit of the parish thus securing the premises 
from all danger of alienation. 

A Sunday School was organized in 1865 with three teachers and 13 scholars.  
On Sunday, June 25, 1965, Confirmation was first administered at St. Stephen’s. 
Within two years after the arrival of Rev. Mr. Smith the funds had been raised to lift the debt on the 

church. The Rector gave the credit for the achievement to his parishioners, to whom in later years he was to 
refer to as his good right hands. Among them were Dr. Tenney, Squire Emerson, Dr. W. A. Mack, Charles 
Sanderson, Frank Berry, Daniel T. Neak, and Hiram Americus Tuttle. Mr. Tuttle, who was later to serve 
several terms as Warden as well as serving in Diocesan capacities, was the Governor of New Hampshire from 
1891-1893.  

The church building was consecrated on October 25, 1866. 
Rev. Mr. Smith left St. Stephen’s in 1867. In a letter which he wrote in 1894 he paints this picture of the 

formative years of the parish:  
 

The field was small, but with a better opportunity for study than for immediate of brilliant success, 
but it was an excellent place for a young man, and though the growth of the Parish in those three years 
was not great it was very satisfactory in character. Pittsfield was then a very secluded village fifteen miles 
from the railroad with only Garland’s stagecoach to connect it with the great world. The news of 
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Lincoln’s assassination reached town only on Saturday afternoon succeeding it. News 24 hours old was 
just as new then as it is now coming by telegraph, and the people didn’t miss what they never had had.  

Somewhat sleepy, the town was, but very pleasant with a hearty hospitality and a kindly charity it 
does the heart good to remember after all these years. Going farther, many men have found worse. St. 
Stephen’s was as quiet as the village. The people came to church to say their prayers and if they slept in 
preaching time, the parson had to allow that the sermon was dull, and bless their slumbers...” 
 
On the first Sunday of November in 1867 the Rev. Thomas G. Valpey, who was a master at St. Paul’s 

Church in Concord, assumed temporary charge of St. Stephen’s, holding services, weather permitting, until 
July, 1868 when the church was closed. 

[There followed a period from 1868 to 1876, when the church was only opened intermittently.] 
The vacancy was filled at last by Rev. James Hardin George, who came to take charge of St. Stephen’s as 

a deacon on July 1, 1876. 
On April 25, 1878 Bishop Niles ordained the Rev. James George a priest of the Church. This was the 

first ordination service held within the walls of St. Stephen’s. 
After five years Rev. James George was replaced by in October, 1881 by the Rev. Norman H. Burnham, 

who remained only until July, 1882, after which there were no regular services at St. Stephen’s until 1887. 
Regular services were resumed with the appointment of the Rev. William Lloyd Himes as General 

Missionary. He was assisted by the Rev. Daniel Rollins, who had been ordained deacon on June 5, 1887 on 
completion of his work at the Episcopal Theological School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. On June 10, 1888 
he was ordained priest at St. Stephen’s by Bishop Niles. 

Rev. Mr. Rollins did not remain long at St. Stephen’s. He resigned on October 1, 1888 and later returned 
to the practice of law for which he was originally educated. He died January 24, 1900. 

Rev. Mr. Rollins was succeeded by the Rev. George G. Jones of the Diocese of Massachusetts, who 
stayed for only six months, and once again St. Stephen’s was without a clergyman. 

Until 1893 there were only occasional Sunday services. 
At the Convention of 1893 Bishop Niles announced: “The Rev. Richard W. Dow, Deacon, has bravely 

gone to Pittsfield, that we may once more in our pretty little St. Stephen’s Church have the regular 
ministrations of the Church. I will not attempt to tell you how the weight has been upon my heart all these 
years of no due care of our little flock in that beautiful town.” 

Rev. Mr. Dow’s ordination to the priesthood on Friday, May 11, 1894 was introduced by a missionary 
meeting. Under Rev. Mr. Dow’s rectorship the church, which had been intolerably cold in the winter, was 
raised and a new heating apparatus put in. But on October 7, 1894, Rev. Mr. Dow announced his resignation 
because of poor health. 

In 1895 the Rev. Frederick Joseph Kinsmen, a deacon, was in charge of St. Stephen’s. Later he joined 
the faculty of St. Paul’s School, then entered on the rectorship of St. Martin’s, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
In 1900 he was elected to the chair of ecclesiastical history in the Berkeley Divinity School, and in 1908 he 
was elected Bishop of Delaware. 

If bishops have been given reason not to have fond memories of Pittsfield, such would be the case with 
Bishop Niles on May 25, 1896 during his visitation. He had taken his seat in the wagon for the railway station 
when the horse suddenly started, the fastenings on the seat broke, and the Bishop was thrown out backwards, 
falling on his head in an accident that those standing by believed would be fatal. But, perhaps because the 
Bishop had no neck to speak of, he was spared, although he was obliged to preach his sermons from a chair 
for several months. 

From 1896 until 1906 the Rev. Howard Fremont Hill, Ph.D., D.D., who came from Amesbury, 
Massachusetts to take up residence in Concord, was Priest-in-charge. Dr. Hill died in 1923. 

In 1907 St. Stephen’s was again without a clergyman. Three times in 1908 it had seemed one could be 
secured and three times disappointment followed. 

The Rev. Herbert A. Remick, a retired priest from the Diocese of Rhode Island, settled in Pittsfield in 
1911 and began to hold regular Sunday services. 



Bishop Parker wished to get the parish in a proper business-like condition and legal trim. Because there 
had been no parish meeting for a considerable time, he requested in 1911 that such a meeting be called in 
order to elect new officers, to make an account of finances, and to elect Rev. Mr. Remick as Rector. 

The parish organization was a bit odd, with membership quite unrelated to the doctrines of the Church. 
Although one might be a communicant, a person became a member of the parish by a vote of the Wardens 
and Vestry and by signing the by-laws. Women could not be members. In order for there to be a parish 
meeting there needed to be a call signed by a requisite number of members, a warrant issued by a justice of 
the peace, and publication of the notice with its posting on the church door, all which took well over a 
month. 

The Bishop was informed that officers held their position until others were chosen and there was no 
interest in holding a parish meeting. Furthermore, there were only six legal members of the parish, one of 
whom lived in Washington. There was no parish meeting until 1913. 

Meanwhile Rev. Mr. Remick continued to hold services, although in the fall of 1912 he informed the 
Bishop of what he called a vexatious thorn—he had not been paid for almost a year. 

In 1912 the lay officers closed the church in the winter except for one Sunday a month, and in 1915 they 
closed it completely during the winter. Rev. Mr. Remick had been given no status by the parish; with the 
church closed, he held services and instruction classes in the Jenness Pond Schoolhouse. 

The fall of 1917 the Rev. Robert H. Johnson, a deacon, began to serve at St. Stephen’s as well as at 
Grace Church, East Concord. He organized a Sunday School and Women’s Guild. 

The parish gave inadequate financial support for Rev. Mr. Johnson although funds were available. Mrs. 
Helen Rollins, a visitor at the church gave the amount which St. Stephen’s agreed to pay, and Mr. Edward P. 
Sanderson of Waltham, Massachusetts, a native of Pittsfield and a summer resident in the community, 
provided additional support through the Bishop, although he wrote Bishop Parker that he was not optimistic 
about Rev. Mr. Johnson’s chances of success because of the lack of interest within the parish, evidence by the 
fact that no one was pledging toward its support and the interest from the endowment was being re-invested 
rather than used for the maintenance of services. 

The Vestry of St. Stephen’s even refused to meet with the Bishop to discuss arrangements for the 
continuation of Rev. Mr. Johnson’s services. He left St. Stephen’s on July 1, 1918, to return to the Diocese of 
Connecticut. 

It was in Nathaniel Drake that Rev. Mr. Remick found his support. Through him the faithful priest was 
admitted to membership in the parish. Mr. Drake then requested that he make arrangements as he saw fit for 
the reorganization of the parish. The by-laws were changed so that any baptized person, including women, 
who contributed to the support of St. Stephen’s could be members. 

By 1924 Rev. Mr. Remick was advanced in years and no longer active. The parish therefore voted a sum 
of $500 to be expended by the Bishop, who would provide additional funds, for a young minister who would 
live in the village. In turn three such ministers came to Pittsfield, but in each case their initial reaction was 
such they promptly went elsewhere. 

At the parish meeting of 1925 it was voted to turn over the principal of the church’s endowment to the 
amount of $12,000 to the Trustees of the Diocese for investment purposes on behalf of St. Stephen’s, much 
to the relief of the Bishop. Rev. Mr. Remick, who was never elected Rector, at least had the satisfaction in 
1925 of being elected Senior Warden. 

John Thomas Dallas became Bishop in 1926. Rev. Mr. Remick continued with services in Pittsfield, 
although there were many occasions when only one person would be in the congregation. In 1927 he locked 
the doors of the church, and once more St. Stephen’s was silent. 

In 1930 Mr. And Mrs. Louis Fischer and their four children moved to Pittsfield from Lynn, 
Massachusetts. Mrs. Fischer and the children were Episcopalians, but there were no signs of life at the 
Episcopal church by the park. When Mrs. Fischer discovered that an Episcopal priest (Rev. Mr. Remick) lived 
in the community, she persuaded him to open the little church and hold services. When other Episcopalians 
in the town learned that the doors of St. Stephen’s were again open, they gradually returned to receive the 
Word and Sacrament through Rev. Mr. Remick until the priest who came to Pittsfield in 1911 to retire passed 
to his heavenly reward. 



In March 29, 1913 the Rev. Gustave Samuel Girardet 
became the Rector of St. Stephen’s. During his time in 
Pittsfield he was not only Rector, but also the Wardens, Clerk, 
Treasurer, and Vestry, being assisted by his able wife, Ethel. A 
church school, choir, Women’s Guild, and the Herbert A. 
Remick Chapter of the Daughters of the King were soon 
organized. 

Evelyn Sanderson gave the Good Samaritan window and 
$1,800 to the St. Stephen’s Endowment Fund in memory of 
her husband. Edward P. Sanderson had previously given the 
St. Elizabeth window in memory of his mother, Elizabeth 
Norris Sanderson, and the Saint Stephen window in memory 
of his father, Daniel Parkman Sanderson. The Rev. Vincent 
Fischer, whose mother had arranged the opening of the 
church in 1930, was ordained deacon in 1943 and priest in 

1944, both services being held at St. Stephen’s.  
 Under Fr. Girardet that harmony and growth which had characterized St. Stephen’s during its early 
years returned. After a long and fruitful ministry his health gave way and the well-loved priest died December 
9, 1944.  Mr. Samuel S. Richmond of Concord then became Lay Vicar. The Rev. James Thornton Lodge, a 
retired priest from the Diocese of New Jersey who lived in the area provided the priestly services until his 
death on July 11, 1950. Charles Francis Hall became the Bishop Coadjutor on January 15, 1948 and soon 
became the Diocesan. 

In 1952 Dr. Osmond R. Strong of Concord became Lay Vicar, and the Rev. Otho Hoofnagel of St. 
Paul’s School provided the priestly services until May of 1955 when the Rev. Austin Reed assumed that 
responsibility, being followed in September of 1956 by the Rev. Courtney L. Carpenter of St. Paul’s School. 

The Rev. Gary J. Lemmon, a Methodist minister, met the Rev. Donald Lyons, a canon of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in Boston, mentioned that he was considering becoming an Episcopalian. Upon his return from 
London, the contact was made. Mr. Lemmon came to take charge of St. Stephen’s on October 1, 1959, being 
ordained Deacon on November 26, 1960 and Priest on May 31, 1961.     

  

  

 
 Singing carols at a Christmas party held at the 
 Washington House in Pittsfield, late 1940s or  
 Early 1950s. 

 

 
Bishop Charles Francis “Tod” Hall at the installation of the Selleck 

“Good Shepherd” stained glass window, 1960 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Part Two: 1963-1975 
by Agnes Ring 

 
 
 

ev. Lemmon remained at St. Stephen’s until his resignation in 1966 to become Rector of the 
Church of the Incarnation in Lynn, Massachusetts. Thereafter for a short time services at St. 
Stephen’s were carried on by visiting clergymen and lay readers. 

Captain Henry Lee Howard from the Church Army began his leadership on September 11, 1966. In 
1967, a residence at 16 Manchester Street was bought for a 
Rectory, where the Howards lived until he left in 1969, to serve 
a parish in Montana. 

The Vestry voted November 5, 1969, to sell the Rectory. It 
was so done and deeded to Mr. And Mrs. Leonard T. Burritt. 
The selling price was $16,000, netting St. Stephen’s Church 
$5,225.43 profit. 

The Rev. Allan Huff Monroe began his duties as Rector 
on a part-time basis December 6, 1969, while working for 
advanced degrees in Sacred Theology at Andover-Newton 
Theology School. He was ordained in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, on December 14, 1969. 

Anne Selleck, a generous and dedicated worker and 
member of the Church, died November 1, 1969, leaving St. 
Stephen’s a yearly income from a $10,000 trust fund. In her 
memory, a cousin, Miss Alice Dillingham, a New York City 
attorney, gave a stained glass window, depicting St. Anne. This 
was dedicated October, 1970. 

On October 31, 1971, the Rev. Donald B. Corringham, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Tilton, assumed the herculean task of 
serving both parishes. With rising costs, this seemed a wise venture, enabling both parishes to remain solvent 
and have the privileges of regular worship and activities. To date it has been a very happy solution and Father 
Corringham has endeared himself within the community, as well as to the church members. 

During the summer of 1975 discussions were held to consider much-needed repairs to the Undercroft. 
In July, 1975, a special meeting of the parish was called, and it was unanimously voted by those in attendance 
to accept the $41,000 bid to demolish and completely rebuild the Undercroft and to build an addition for the 
rebuilt furnace. 

Two members of St. Stephen’s Church who have given unstintingly and most generously of their time, 
money, and efforts in attending to church affairs are Ivan Rutherford, who joined in 1963 and has served on 
the Vestry as Treasurer, and Royce Kelley, who joined in 1960 and has served continuously in the Vestry ever 
since and frequently as a Lay Reader. 

During the construction, Mr. Kelley...discovered the cornerstone and investigating discovered the tin 
box containing papers deposited in 1863. The contents of the box in the cornerstone, originally laid July 20, 
1863, opened October 22, 1875 were:  

 
Constitution and Cannons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of New Hampshire, 1860, 13 pages  
The Calendar Vol. XIX. Whole No. 965, Hartford, Conn., S. Hammer & Co., Pub. Newspaper (uncut)  
The Church Almanac for the Year of Our Lord 
Catalogue of the Berkeley Divinity School 
“Diocese of New Hampshire Sixty Second Annual Convention”  
“Statement of St. Paul’s School”  

R 

 
    St. Stephen’s summer fundraisers and fairs 

have long been popular in Pittsfield. In this 
1960s photo: Shirley Barton with Katrina Hast 
in front of her, Linda Houle in hula skirt.   



The Christian Witness and Church Advocate  
Catalogue of Books belonging to the Pittsfield Library 
Manuscript: “Official Statement of Organization of St. Stephen’s Parish, March 30, 1863.”  
Manuscript: Record of minutes of “Organization of St. Stephen’s Parish, March 30, 1863.”  
Advertising Card: O. S. & J. P. Roby, Gilmanton Iron Works, N.H. “Tin Sheet Iron and Copper Ware”  
Postage currency: 2 pieces 10c and 5c  
Local Script: Pittsfield, N.H., February 25, 1863: 2 pieces 2c and 3c, signed B. G. Parsons  
Coins: Large 1c—1853, small 1c, 1863 
  
The Pittsfield Historical Society graciously extended an invitation for us to use their facilities for our 

weekly worship services, while repairs were being made to our church, from August 3, 1974, through October 
19, 1975. We were most appreciative of their hospitality. 

The Women’s Guild of the Church paid $1,300 for a new red and black carpet, this to include cost of 
installation. To the utter amazement of everyone, it was learned that the contractor had painted the church at 
his own expense. Surely this was a most generous and unheard of gesture on any contractor’s part. 

Now with improved facilities we, in our time, look forward to a new awakening of our spiritual 
responsibilities to serve our Lord through dedication to the causes of mankind. May His blessing rest upon us 
to fulfill our obligations diligently and faithfully, so that this lovely old Gothic church may endure another 
century and longer. 

 
 
 
 

  



Part Three: 1976-2013 
by Marion Knox 

 

 
1976-1988 

 
 

oyce Kelley made a stainless steel box to be placed in the cornerstone when it was re-laid. On 
June 27, 1976, with an appropriate service, the new cornerstone was reset and dedicated. The 
following items were placed within the cornerstone box: 

 
1963 One Hundredth Anniversary Pamphlet 9” x 6”  
Current 1975 and Bicentennial State coins  
Handwritten list of Church officers and members  
War Memorial Folder 9” x 6 1/8”  
Newspaper clippings and photographs of church before, during and completion of renovation project  
A descriptive list of stained glass windows  
Church history from 1963 to 1976  
A Church budget  
Cost of renovation budget  
A copy of each local paper  
The two old coins 1853 and 1863 in original tin box  
Canons of the Church and material pertaining to Diocese and/or Bishop  
 
At the Annual Meeting, January 17, 1976 a gift of $3,000 was received from Mrs. Laura Berry Offutt in 

memory of Miss Abbie J. Sanborn, a former choir mistress, and of Miss Mary Kaime, her niece, who was a 
former organist of this church. 

Voted at the 1977 Annual Meeting was a motion to purchase a vigil light for the chancel in memory of 
Dr. Osmond Strong who for 5 years was a beloved lay reader of St. Stephen’s Church. 

The membership of the church remained constant, and the Sunday School, under the direction of 
Joseph and Marion Knox flourished with an increase in enrollment to 21 in 1977. 

In the spring of 1978 the Vestry became quite concerned because of a deficit budget. It was unfortunate 
at this same time that there was a need to replace the church organ. The People’s Warden, Joseph Knox sent 
a letter to each parishioner informing them of St. Stephen’s plight. With guidance from the Vestry the 
parishioners pulled together and soon the lovely music from a newer organ, played by Ellen Grau, was heard, 
and the congregation sang joyously on the Sunday the organ was dedicated. 

In 1982 Father Corringham’s 35th anniversary as an Episcopal priest was observed. The parish held a 
surprise celebration in his honor, and invited as their guests the members of Trinity Church, Tilton, which is 
Father Corringham’s other parish. 

After 9 years of supervising and teaching Sunday School, Joseph and Marion Knox announced they 
wished to resign their positions as of the end of June 1984. Their superb work was carried on by Nina 
Stevens and Janice Stimmell, with the help of others. 

By the middle of 1985 the Treasurer, Ivan Rutherford, announced that the Church was operating 
without a deficit, for the first time since 1975. The mortgage on the Undercroft was decreasing rapidly and 
the parishioners were relieved that their efforts and prayers had been answered. 

The organ purchased in 1978 was in need of much repair and the parish decided at the January 21, 1986 
Annual Meeting to find a replacement, financed by individual contributions. 

On April 13, 1986 the members of the parish held a surprise reception in the Undercroft for Miss Agnes 
Ring who served the church as Clerk/Secretary for the past 19 years. 

R 



In January of 1987 the parish began the task of preparing for the retirement on December 31, 1987 of 
Father Corringham. A committee was established, headed by Rector’s Warden, Joseph Knox and meetings 
were held with Bishop Theuner and his staff. 

At the Annual Meeting on January 25, 1987 the members of the parish agreed to combine the Ladies’ 
Guild and the Men’s Club, and form a Parish Guild. 

In May of 1987, following initial discussions with the Bishop and staff, a discussion was held regarding 
the possible yoking of St. Stephen’s and St. Michael’s of Suncook. Both parishes at the time were seeking 
permanent leadership, and St. Michael’s was in the process of selling their land and building. St. Stephen’s 
invited the members of St. Michael’s to worship with them until such time as they established another place 
of worship, and as of August 7th, 1988 the two parishes joined in worship with Father Harold Beliveau 
conducting the service. 

On December 3rd, 1987, only a few members were unable to attend a parish Christmas Party at Lake 
Shore Farm in Northwood. The surprise part of this occasion was a retirement party for Father Donald 
Corringham. Members of the Corringham family were special guests that evening, as were Bishop and Sue 
Theuner. Father Corringham and his wife, Nellie, were given a living blue spruce tree, decorated with 16 
extraordinary ornaments, which represented the 16 years he was St. Stephen’s faithful leader. The Sunday 
School children presented him with a photograph album which contained pictures of all the members of the 
Sunday School and Staff. Also he received hand-drawn pictures which depicted the children’s personal 
thought of Father Corringham. There were over 100 people present at this joyous occasion. 

 
 

1988-1993 
 

n January of 1988, Father Harold Beliveau retired, was approached by the Bishop and asked to fill in 
until a permanent Rector was found 

The climax of the 125th Anniversary Celebration would come on October 9th when Bishop 
Theuner and as many past members of the St. Stephen’s clergy that were available, and Father Beliveau 
conduced the special anniversary service and communion at five in the afternoon. This service and the 
reception were attended by the members of St. Stephen’s, St. Michael’s, and invited guests from other 
Pittsfield churches, and state and town government officials. It was anticipated that the service would be a 
very moving experience for all. (The accounting of the anniversary celebration was placed as an addendum in 
the parish history.) 

 
St. Stephen’s Church stands as a memorial to those named and unnamed, but know to God, who have 
given their resources, their time, their talent, and their dedication in order that we, at the 125th 
Anniversary Celebration, as was done at the 100th Celebration of the Parish of St. Stephen’s, may raise 
our voices to sing: 
 

Our Father, by whose servants 
Our house was built of old, 
Whose hand hath crowned her children 
With blessing manifold, 
For thine unfailing mercies 
Far-strewn along our way, 
With all who passed before us,  
We praise thy Name today. 
 
The changeful years unresting 
Their silent course have sped,  
New comrades ever bringing 
In comrades’ steps to tread; 

I 



And some are long forgotten, 
Long spent their hopes and fears; 
Safe rest they in thy keeping,  
Who changest not with years. 
 
They reap not where they labored; 
We reap what they have sown; 
Our harvest may be garnered 
By ages yet unknown. 
The days of old have dowered us 
With gifts beyond our praise; 
Our Father, make us faithful 
To serve the coming days. 
 
Before us and beside us, 
Still holden in thine hand 
A cloud unseen of witness, 
Our elder comrades stand: 
One family unbroken, 
We join, with one acclaim,  
One heart, one voice uplifting 
To glorify thy Name. 

 
Hymnal—1940   #505 
Hymnal—1982   #289 

 
 
Our 125th Anniversary Day, October 9th of 1988, was a 

day of remembering not only those who have gone before us, 
but those who struggled to keep St. Stephen’s open, and also 
be thankful for those who are now part of the ever-growing 
congregation of enthusiastic parishioners. 

The church was filled to capacity with extra chairs placed 
wherever possible. The weather was cool and seasonal but it 
did not take long for the church to become warm as the 
congregation gathered. Several members wore period 
costumes. There were many guests present from local 
churches and organizations. They were ushered to their seats 
by Jennie Owen and Marion Knox, both of whom, dressed in 
period costumes, also assisted with the offertory. 

Following a very impressive and moving service and 
sermon by Bishop Theuner, the congregation retired to the 
undercroft and the tent placed outside the undercroft to enjoy 
a delicious buffet, champagne punch, cake, and coffee. The 
walkway was lighted by luminaries, which added a special look 
to the church and provided sufficient light as the guests 
departed. Everyone expressed the opinion that the anniversary 
celebration was perfect and one to be remembered for many 
years. Following the celebration the church continued to 
prosper under the leadership of several interim rectors as the 
parish continued searching for a permanent replacement for 
Father Donald Corringham. 

 
Kathleen Beliveau and The Rev.  
Harold Beliveau in period costume 
for the parish’s 125th Anniversary,Oct. 1988. 

 
 
 
 



It is indeed noteworthy to say that the 
Vestry voted in September of 1988 to 
completely pay off the mortgage on the 
church. Also, the selling of ads for the church 
history, which was updated for the 125th 
anniversary, provided $2,075.00, which paid 
the cost of printing the history and almost all 
of the other celebration expenses. 

The final event of 1988 was the 
December 2nd Annual Christmas Party at 
Lake Shore Farm, and the celebration at that 
party of Ellen Grau’s 90th birthday.  

In 1989 the parish continued their search 
for a rector, and held meetings with the 
Bishop, his staff, members of St. Michael’s and 
St. Stephen’s Vestries. The process was long 
and became very frustrating. However, St. 
Stephen’s was never without an interim priest. 
During this process the Treasurer found a 

Quitclaim Deed in his possession that indicates the rector, vestry and wardens of St. Stephen’s Church are its 
owners, not the Diocese of New Hampshire. 

Our faithful organist, Ellen Grau, underwent surgery on her hips and took a leave of absence. Helen 
LaFond, a member of St. Michael’s assisted by filling in for Ellen while we searched for a permanent 
replacement. George Owen, our Eucharistic Minister, underwent disc surgery and proceeded to a full 
recovery. 

Joe Knox, George Hetu and George Stevens investigated enlarging the altar area to make it safer for 
those receiving the sacraments. George Stevens designed and beautifully constructed, in memory of his 
brother Michael, a new railing and kneeler area, which was also dedicated in memory of Beatrice C. Blake and 
Alice G. Knox. The church participated in the Bishop’s Advance Fund for the 1990s, and was successful in 
raising $3,515 for the Fund over a three year period. The St. Stephen’s Guild assisted by pledging 15% of the 
net proceeds of their sales and functions to this Fund. 

Maintenance of the church building continued, with the re-roofing of the building in 1989 at a cost of 
$2480. The windows were caulked, and the cross was painted also. In January of 1990 it was necessary to 
replace the furnace at a cost of $3000. The church was also rewired, with new chandeliers and wall sconce 
lights installed, which were given in memory of Alveda “Bede” Houle. In order to attract new people, a sign 
was erected on Route 28 at the Foss property.  

Father Carl Schaller was invited to become our part-time interim priest. He accepted and presided over 
the Annual Parish Meeting on February 18, 1990. Father Schaller provided the parish with a continuity of 
purpose as the search continued for a permanent priest. 

In May of 1990 the 90th birthday of Gladys Millett was observed. During the spring, the Meal Site, 
which had occupied the Undercroft on a daily basis for many years, providing a noontime meal for senior 
citizens of Pittsfield and surrounding towns, did not renew their contract with the church and moved to the 
newly dedicated Community Center. The Center is housed in the old Pittsfield Town Hall. This move 
required adjustments for not only the senior citizens, but also for the church since the income derived from 
this contract had provided funding for the running of the church. In November of 1990 Elaine Dame of 
Pittsfield became our organist, and the following March she accepted the position as our permanent organist.  

George Stevens continued to renovate our altar area, and replaced the shelf behind the altar, matching 
the wood with that of the new railing and kneeler. On Apri1 7th 1991, the new lighting, in memory of Alveda 
“Bede” Houle and the altar shelf were dedicated.  

A survey of the parishioners was conducted. As a result, Father Schaller was asked to become our 
permanent priest. Unfortunately he declined, but agreed to stay on until August of 1991. Following his 
departure, Father Jeremy Knowles served as supply priest for the month of September. Father Knowles was 

 
A       An uncharacteristically solemn George Hetu at the parish 

Christmas party, Lakeshore Farm, 1991. 

 
 
 
 
 



invited to become our permanent priest, but declined because of health reasons. The search committee 
continued their work and two candidates visited us in late 1991 and January of 1992.  

After serving for 17 years as a member of the Vestry, the last five as Senior Warden, Joseph Knox 
resigned from this position and Patrick Morris was selected to replace him in 1992.  

As the church struggled with its search and with the changes in leadership, it continued to grow. The 
Sunday School flourished and a Youth Group was created. The Youth Group assisted with the church fairs 
and suppers and was able to establish a treasury of its own for any special events, which they intended to 
plan.  

In 1992 the Stations of the Cross, given by Jackie Keegan in memory of her husband James, were 
dedicated at a special service held before the regular Good Friday service. Father Edward Mills was the supply 
priest at that time, and he was able to remain with us through the month of April.  

In May of 1992, Father John Allen agreed to serve as supply priest for six weeks. In June the Vestry 
asked him to consider staying on after Labor Day. In July, the Search Committee recommended Father Allen 
to the Vestry as our permanent part-time priest. On August 5, 1992 the Vestry voted unanimously to call 
John Allen as parish Rector. In November the Vestry produced an arrangement that met with the approval of 
the Diocese, Father John Allen, and the Vestry. Effective December 1, 1992, Father John Allen became St. 
Stephen’s permanent part-time priest.  

Other events occurred in 1992, which deserve to be mentioned. The Bus Ministry of Pittsfield, which 
served the area church members for many years, was suspended in May due to lack of funding, decrease in 
riders, and the deplorable condition of the bus. This ministry served our members well. For several years the 
bus was used for Sunday School picnic trips and transportation to the annual Christmas Party held at Lake 
Shore Farm in Northwood. Bids were accepted for the painting of the church and the bid of Richard Olney 
of Northwood was approved in the amount of $2240. The church was painted in September. At that time it 
was discovered that the rose window frame was in dire need of repair. This work was also accomplished with 
the use of memorial funds.  

At the Annual Meeting in 1993, George Stevens replaced Pat Morris as the Rector’s Warden. 1993, the 
year of St. Stephen’s 130th anniversary, revealed a parish that was continuing to grow and prosper under the 
leadership of Father John Allen. The establishing of a choir was a wonderful accomplishment that added 
more spiritual meaning for us all. The Sunday School increased tremendously with a total enrollment of 30 
children, and an average attendance of 23. The Youth Group ventured to New York City for a weekend in 
July and stayed at St. John the Divine Cathedral, enjoying a tour of the facility and many other sites. Nina 
Stevens continued to provide leadership for the Sunday School and Youth Group with the able assistance of 
Ursula Allen, Carolyn Knox, Sarah Corning, Peg Beauchemin and Joe Knox. The average attendance at the 
church service also increased, and several new families joined the congregation.  

In September 1993, after 22 years as Eucharistic Minister, George Owen announced his retirement. As 
an expression of their appreciation for his service and also that of his wife Jennie, the Guild held a coffee 
hour following the regular service and presented George and Jennie with remembrance gifts, including the 
key to the reserved sacraments.  

In December 1993 George Hetu became the permanent Eucharistic Minister replacement for George 
Owen.  

As we observe the 130th anniversary of our parish, may we not only remember our accomplishments 
over the past five years, but also remember and thank the many interim and supply priests. Their spiritual 
guidance and assistance provided us with the ability needed to persevere and enabled us to bring the parish to 
where it is today:  

 
Rectors serving St. Stephen’s 1988-1994: 

Rev. Harold Beliveau          January, 1988 to January 1990 
Rev. Carl Schaller               January 1990 to August 1991 
Rev. Jeremy Knowles         September 1991 to January 1992 
Rev. Edward Mills             February 1992 to April 1992 
Rev. John Allen                 May 1992 to November 30, 1992 
Rev. John Allen, Rector      December 1, 1992  



 
Supply Priests: 

Rev. Edmond Sherrill 
Rev. Randall Giddings 
Rev. A. M. Jergens 
Rev. William Sickle 
Rev. Donald Corringham 
Rev. Gordon Johnson 
 
 

1994-2003 
 

n 1994, the Youth Group under the direction of Nina Stevens prepared and served a delicious 
brunch to 44 adults and 21 children who attended the January Annual Meeting. Senior Warden 
George Stevens announced that, because of the new diocesan pay scale, and insufficient response to 

the annual fund drive, Father Allen’s hours must be reduced from 17 1/2 to 13. George appealed to those 
present to help make the church grow; more families were needed to make St. Stephen’s their church home. 
Despite tight budget prospects in 1994, it was reported that in 1993 the Vestry, with the help of the Guild, 
met their goals of a new photocopier, kitchen improvements, blueprints for an access ramp, and discussions 
relative to insulating the building. It was also reported that George Hetu was appointed as Eucharistic 
Minister I by Bishop Theuner in November 1993, and that Father Allen accompanied the Youth Group when 
they traveled to the Nightwatch Program at St. John the Divine in New York City.  

On March 5th while Father Allen was preparing for the Ash Wednesday evening service, there was a 
puff of smoke, and the inside of the church was covered with soot. The furnace had malfunctioned. It was 
not possible to hold the entire service that evening because of the effects of the soot. Notice went out to the 
parishioners, and many arrived to assist with the cleanup process. Professional cleaners were involved, paid 
by the church’s insurance, and within a few days everything was sparkling clean, and the furnace was 
functioning properly. The cost of the cleanup totaled $7100.  

In March, Father Allen’s hours were again increased to 17 as additional funds were made available for 
his salary.  

The Vestry recommended that Joseph W. Boudreau, who served St. Michael’s as a Eucharistic Minister, 
be appointed by Bishop Theuner as St. Stephen’s Eucharistic Minister II.  

In thanksgiving of their 50 years of marriage, Connie and Joe Boudreau presented the church with a 
generous gift to be used for the building fund. They also donated cash they received from their anniversary 
celebration.  

The Vestry decided to form a building committee and to charge the committee with soliciting building 
project ideas from all parishioners. In September a building committee was formed and was required to 
determine the needs and requirements of the church. The members, Daniel Welch, Roland Beauchemin, 
Senior Warden George Stevens, Pat Welch, Jill Stevens and Marion Knox, presented the congregation with 
four priorities: 

 
1. insulating of the church  
2. modification of access to meet state requirements for handicapped persons  
3. improvements to the heating system if the insulating does not accomplish its goal  
4. expansion of the church  
 

The first two items were to be considered first. Regarding the expansion of the church, questions were 
asked: What would we reap from this? Perhaps an office, robing room and storage area. What expansion 
would best benefit the congregation? Would this expansion provide more space for the congregation? 
Perhaps, our storage problem can be addressed by better management of our storage space, with off-site 
storage for items used only a short time each year. This would be a long-range project, and one that should be 
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planned and budgeted for in the future. It was mentioned that there were very few services that have standing 
room included. And, before adding onto the church, perhaps two services per Sunday should be considered.  

Members of the building committee noticed the beam rafter at the back of the church appeared to be 
spreading. Douglas V. Briggs, President of American Calan, Inc. of Northwood donated the material and 
labor to successfully accomplish the needed repair work.  

The Vestry invited members of the Northwood Episcopal Mission to attend St. Stephen’s and to attend 
a coffee hour after the service. Rosamond S. Becker thanked St. Stephen’s for the invitation and stated the 
offer would be held in abeyance for a short time as they explored several options. The Vestry continued to 
explore ways to bring more Episcopalians living in surrounding towns to St. Stephen’s.  

In December, Builders Insulating Company was selected to insulate the walls and ceiling of the church.  
Treasurer James Boyd, Jr. informed the Vestry that he would obtain an application for a United Thank 

Offering Grant for the proposed ramp construction.  
George Stevens was appointed Lay Eucharistic Minister II by Bishop Theuner, replacing Joe Boudreau 

who wished to be put on inactive/limited status.  
Father John Allen continued to serve St. Stephen’s in a very positive way. The Sunday School, under the 

leadership of Nina Stevens continued to thrive. The Stevens Family hosted the annual church picnic at the 
close of the Sunday School year, with the majority of the 
congregation attending.  

Before the 1995 annual meeting the Vestry held a 
meeting to review the proposed 1995 budget. It appeared 
there would be a shortfall in revenues of about $7000. 
After making adjustments the budget was set at 
$30,860.86, with a possible shortfall in revenue of 
$2,298.69. The Vestry applied for a grant from Advanced 
Funds for the 90s.  

The January 22nd Annual Meeting began with a 
delicious luncheon of lasagna, salad, and pizza for the 
children, prepared by Sabra Welch, Joe and Marion 
Knox. During the meeting Father Allen announced that 
Bishop Theuner had informed the congregation of the 
Northwood Episcopal Mission that the final Eucharist of 
the Mission would be celebrated on January 15th, as the 
Mission would be closed on that date. He asked that St. 
Stephen’s again invite members of the Mission to 
worship with us.  

The Vestry, in order to clarify memorial fund 
names, voted to establish the Memorial and 
Thanksgiving Fund, and to change the Building Maintenance Fund to the Property Maintenance Fund.  

The Vestry signed a contract with Building Insulating Company in the amount of $2943 for the 
insulating of the walls and roof of the church. Because of the construction of the building, the insulation was 
blown in, and there was discussion relative to the insulation settling down in the future, and not providing the 
benefit it should. However, this was the only type of insulation that could be used. The insulating of the 
ceiling was placed on hold due to the condition of the ceiling boards. Because they were exceptionally dry and 
prone to cracking, it was not feasible to attempt to insulate from the inside of the church. It was agreed to 
continue the project when the weather would allow shingles to be removed from the roof. In November the 
deposit for the roof work was returned.  

The Vestry continued to discuss the Undercroft heating problem, and a heating contractor was called to 
assess the heating system. The report indicated a new system was recommended which the Vestry found too 
expensive to propose to the parish at that time.  

Following the church’s conservation efforts, the Guild made the decision that members should bring 
and use their own coffee mug at meetings, washing them and hanging them on a rack made by Bob 

The choir in 1994: front, L to R: Marge Morris, 
unknown, Jayne Anne Fuller. Back: Doug Jackson, 
Chet Fuller, Joe Knox, The Rev. John Allen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Knoettner, thus eliminating the use of paper/styrofoam cups. This worked well, and there were enough extra 
mugs so visitors also could use them.  

The attendance at the Guild meetings varied from 33 in attendance in February to 12 in attendance in 
September. However, the fundraising events were well attended and $4800 was raised. Money was set aside 
for the insulating of the church and for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for needy area families.  

The Sunday School and Youth Group adopted a project of assisting a local family in need. With the help 
of the congregation, the adopted family of four was provided with food, clothing and Christmas presents. 
This project was in addition to the usual Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets that were provided to at least 
twelve area families each year.  

Two long-time members of the church, Doris Adams and Elizabeth “Lib” Stimmell, passed away early 
in 1995. Memorial gifts were received in their memory.  

New Altar linens and new choir vestments were purchased, using a donation from the Doris Adams 
Family and Guild funds.  

Policies for the use of St. Stephen’s for special events, weddings and funerals were discussed and put 
into place by the Vestry.  

On August 15, 1995 a letter was received informing 
Treasurer James Boyd, Jr., that a “partial United Thank 
Offering Grant of $7500.00 was approved for use between 
September 1995 and September 1996 to insulate the walls and 
ceiling of a church built in 1867 as a summer chapel, now used 
year-round by fifty households, and to construct a ramp to 
provide wheelchair access to the church.” The Vestry began 
the process of finding a contractor for the project.  

By September 1995 pledging families had decreased from 
31 to 22, and pledging revenues were off by $1200.  

The Vestry prepared a delicious luncheon buffet for the 
January 28, 1996 Annual Meeting. James Boyd, Jr. and Marge 
Morris were presented with a St. George the Dragon Slayer 
Medallion in recognition of their years of service to the Vestry. 
The church began the Year 1996 with a deficit budget, 
planning to draw down reserves to meet operating expenses, 
but the deficit turned out to be less than expected. 
Performance on pledges was 98%, with total income at only 
97% of anticipated. The deficit was $2368, and was covered by 
reserved funds.  

Work accomplished to the church building over the past two years was outlined: new roof, outside 
painting, stained glass windows expertly repaired, insulation of walls, with ceiling insulation to be done in 
Spring. Also reported was the help provided to 20 needy Pittsfield families each month.  

Royce Kelley presented a gift of $1001.91 in honor of his 91st birthday, stating St. Stephen’s has been 
his “Heart and Soul since 1960.” The gift was to be used wherever needed.  

Treasurer Richard Corning informed the Vestry that he plans to better define the categories of expenses 
to comply with the new coding for the Parochial Report. He also recommended the use of purchase orders to 
assist in the coding process. The Vestry continued to discuss the ramp project, as well as maintenance 
projects as they received bids for the work.  

Father Allen initiated a Wednesday Afternoon Eucharist for those unable to attend on Sunday, as well as 
anyone else who wished to attend. Seven people attended the first service.  

Muriel Hyde took on the responsibility of sending the church bulletins to shut-ins and church members 
who were away for the winter months.  

George Stevens and Richard Corning completed the plans for a ramp entrance to St. Stephen’s, to 
replace the steep granite steps. State requirements obligated the parish to provide safe access to for all those 
who wished to enter. During the summer of 1996 a ramp was constructed by removing the granite steps and 
mounding gravel and loam in the area between the church entrance and the town’s sidewalk. Thus an “S” 

 
      Sunday School trip to Story Land. 



shaped cobblestone patterned concrete ramp, with iron railings, was created. Once the ramp was in place, the 
ladies of the parish, under the guidance of Father Allen’s wife Ursula, planted perennials and ground cover to 
blanket the sides of the ramp area. Holly bushes held their place of honor on each side of the doorway. 
Memorial funds, in memory of Elizabeth “Lib” Stimmell, provided the resources for the plantings, along with 
donated plants from parishioners. The total cost of this entire project was $11,000, which included the United 
Thank Offering Grant of $7500.  

Once the project was completed, an article appeared in the Suncook Valley Sun, commenting on the 
change in the appearance of the church, complimenting the church for the way the ramp was constructed, 
especially the use of flowers and shrubs. There were some parishioners who expressed negative feelings about 
the ramp, however as time went on, most negativity turned to approval.  

On September 5, 1996 James Boyd, Jr. tendered his resignation as a member of St. Stephen’s and from 
the current duties assigned. The Vestry accepted his resignation with regret. He was a very valuable member 
who served as church Treasurer for three years and who would be sadly missed.  

The Guild provided funds for shelving in the storage closet, choir vestments, a new church sign, and the 
cost of the parish Christmas Party.  

In December, the Treasurer predicted a $1600 deficit as of the end of the year. However, he anticipated 
the report at the January Annual Meeting would show a smaller deficit.  

At the 1997 Annual Meeting of the parish held in February, Organist Elaine Dame reported that the 35 
year old electronic organ had reached the age where replacement parts were no longer available. She stated a 
replacement, a very good used Allen organ, could be obtained for $2000. Royce Kelley, learning of our need, 
presented the Vestry with a check to purchase a replacement organ. This gift was given in memory of Royce’s 
grandparents Mary and Joseph Kelley.  

A committee consisting of Father Allen, Elaine Dame, Joe and Marion Knox proceeded to find a newer 
organ. On March 16, 1997, during the worship service, on the fifth Sunday in Lent, a “new to us” organ was 
dedicated, in memory of Royce Kelley’s grandparents, Joseph and Mary Kelley, and in thanksgiving of 
Royce’s 92nd birthday. A birthday party for Royce was held during the Guild meeting that followed the 
service. A memorial plaque has been placed on the organ.  

On June 4, 1997, at the age of 93, long-time parishioner Agnes I. Ring died at her home. Miss Ring 
served the church in the position of clerk for many years, as well as secretary of the Guild. She was a teacher 
by profession, and the records of her services as clerk and secretary attest to the excellence of her knowledge 
of business and English. Miss Ring bequeathed a legacy to St. Stephen’s that will sustain the church for many 
years to come. A Service of Thanksgiving for Agnes Ring was held on June 27.  

On July 16, 1997, after a period of declining health, Father Donald Corringham, who served St. 
Stephen’s from 1971 to 1987, died. Father Corringham, after his retirement, served St. Stephen’s on a supply 
basis from time to time, and also attended our services whenever possible, bringing his wife Nellie, and other 
family members with him. His entire family joined our Christmas Eve service in 1996, which was a wonderful 
expression of love for St. Stephen’s Parish. The memorial service for Father Corringham was held in Tilton. 
St. Stephen’s Parish was yoked with Tilton for many years.  

In order to provide hearing assistance to parishioners, George and Elvia Hetu gave a donation to 
purchase an assisted hearing device, dedicated to Elvia’s mother, Alice Knox. Father Allen provided the 
necessary microphone system, and members of the congregation were able to better hear the service.  

Interest was expressed in replacing the pew cushions what were given to the hurch by the Baptist 
Church several years ago and also replacing the various individual kneelers with more appropriate ones. This 
was considered an expensive project that would require much thought and planning.  

In August, Joe Knox resigned as member at large of the Vestry, and Rebekkah Fuller was appointed to 
replace him. Joe had served in many positions on the Vestry, and remained as Chairperson of the Guild.  

The Sunday School and Youth Group thrived and provided outreach to area families in need by having a 
bowl-a-thon. Rachel Stevens chaired a committee that constructed a float for the Old Home Day Parade, and 
they received first place in the non-commercial division. The Old Home Day Fair raised $1550.  

The Allens hosted their first cider and donut party with fresh made cider and homemade donuts being 
prepared by those who attended. It was a wonderful family event held on a crisp October day.  



The Guild held a fall supper, a special bake sale with pies made to order and a successful Christmas Fair. 
A total of $4576.11 was raised by the Guild for use by the Vestry for Outreach and other projects.  

Early in 1998, Joan Mason donated funds, in memory of her husband Warren C. Mason, for new pew 
cushions as well as padding for new kneelers. In May, Joe Knox provided the Vestry with a $3700 estimate 
for the new pew cushions. The Vestry voted to have Joe Knox represent the Vestry in the handling of this 
project.  

Discussion continued relative to replacing the pew cushions and kneelers, and the need to obtain the 
services of an appropriate woodworking company to construct the replacement kneelers. Bob Knoettner was 
consulted on the design of the kneelers, and he provided a sample kneeler that could be shown to 
woodworking companies. Until a company was selected for the kneelers and the cost of the entire project 
could be determined, this project was placed on hold by the Vestry while Joe Knox continued to locate the 
services of a woodworking company.  

During the year the building committee experienced problems in obtaining services for caulking and 
painting the rose window, and also for replacing the exterior doors. Also, the problem of sufficiently heating 
the Undercroft during the winter for Sunday School and meetings, continued to be a concern of the 
committee.  

The Guild participated in the first Pittsfield Town-wide Yard Sale, and also served hot dogs and soda. It 
was a wonderful experience and the result was a very successful sale.  

The Guild also assisted two families in need of assistance, purchased a new dehumidifier, provided funds 
for the annual Christmas Party, and presented $4841 to the Vestry.  

The Vestry received a $1500 grant from the Diocese for the purchase of a computer system for use by 
the Treasurer, Church School and other church officials.  

In February of 1999, the Vestry received and approved a bid from Benchmark by Bergeron and Allen in 
the amount of $3730 for new kneelers. The motion included using funds from the Warren C. Mason 
Memorial Gift, the Beauchemin Fund, and property maintenance funds for the complete package of new pew 
cushions and new padded kneelers, cushions and kneeler padding to be made by R & V Upholstering of 
Northwood. Total cost of this project was $7430.  

On February 28, l999, Father Allen announced he would be retiring as our Rector on May 1, 1999. His 
decision to retire was a result of a long-known health concern, for which he had been receiving treatment for 
several years.  

In March, Father Allen introduced the Parish to Kevin Nichols, who had left the priesthood of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and was now receiving training to become an Episcopal Priest. As part of his 
training, Kevin assisted Father Allen, and he remained with us until August. He was received as an Episcopal 
priest on December 11, 1999. Shortly thereafter he served as part-time associate at Christ Church in Exeter.  

On the last Sunday in March, special recognition was given to Bertha Hammen who celebrated her 
100th birthday that week.  

On April 11, 1999, new cushions and kneeler pads were dedicated in memory of Warren C. Mason by 
his wife Joan, his children, and grandchildren, after much hard work by Joe Knox who coordinated the 
cushion and kneeler project. Two sets of flower vases, given in memory of former parishioner Doris Adams 
were also dedicated.  

On April 25, 1999, following Father Allen’s last official service as our Rector, members of the parish 
gathered at the home of Patrick and Marjorie Morris for a potluck meal and farewell to the Allens. A gift of 
money, a gift of a yet-to-be-made quilt, along with a large collage of pictures of events and people of the 
parish, were presented to the Allens. During Father Allen’s years with St. Stephen’s, his wife Ursula 
coordinated the Sunday School program, taught a class, along with providing many upgrades in the 
furnishings for the Sunday School and Undercroft.  

The church began a search for another Rector. In May, Vestry member Charlotte Berry, along with Don 
Ellison, Chet Fuller, Leone Keene, Vi Knoettner, Joe Knox, Ed Loomis, Ella Jo Regan and Sabra Welch 
volunteered to serve on the Search Committee. Joe Knox and Ella Jo Regan were elected Co-Chairpersons 
for the committee and work began in August with a meeting of the Vestry, the committee, Bishop Theuner 
and Canon Bobbe Fairman of the Diocese.  



The Guild continued providing monthly Rotary suppers, although there was a decrease in the number of 
members who assisted. Funds from the suppers and sales and fairs provided outreach to a dozen families in 
the area, as well as inreach and general funds for the Vestry.  

Friends of Agnes Ring gave the Parish a Japanese 
Cherry tree in her memory. The tree, planted at the left 
of the Church entrance, provides a welcome breath of 
spring each year when it is in full bloom.  

The Guild formed a committee whose charge was 
to make recommendations for the use of the money 
bequeathed to the Guild by Agnes Ring. The 
recommendation that received the Guild’s vote was to 
have the stained glass windows behind the Altar 
repaired. Through the efforts of Joe Knox, and within 
the $2000 bequeathed to the Guild, the windows were 
repaired and a plaque in her honor was placed on the 
Memorial Board.  

Ways to provide sufficient heating in the 
Undercroft continued to be discussed. To begin finding 
a solution to the problem, Bob Knoettner and George 
Stevens devised an experimental duct that would direct 
the heat from the ceiling to the floor area. Although the 
duct provided a partial solution, it was decided to 
investigate other ways to solve the problem.  

During the summer months, Rev. Jack O’Donnell 
of Milford served as our priest. On August 15th, Rev. Teresa Gocha began to serve us as Interim Priest. Rev. 
Gocha was the first woman priest in St. Stephen’s history to lead the congregation. During her time as 
Interim Priest, she augmented existing ministries, led a Summer Bible School, and developed a post-card 
ministry. Rev. Gocha assisted the Search Committee and the Vestry with their concerns and frustrations 
associated with ongoing change and transition.  

The Search Committee presented their draft profile booklet to the Vestry for their comments and 
suggestions. Approval was obtained, with the required addition of statistical, survey information, pictures and 
the following mission statement:  

“We believe that all we are, all we have, and all we enjoy are gifts from God. We believe that God’s gifts 
are seen in the love that is present among the parishioners of St. Stephen’s. That love is revealed in the acts of 
stewardship, which are done within, by, for and beyond this Parish. It is our mission to share the love of God 
with each other, our neighbors in the community and throughout the world. We strive to increase our 
understanding of what God calls us to do and grow as individuals, and a Parish in God’s love. We commit 
ourselves to support each other in our efforts, and to celebrate the gifts within our Church and communities 
as an expression of our thankfulness to God.” The Guild continued with the Rotary suppers, and other sales 
and fairs, and provided funds for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets to Outreach, along with funds for the 
annual Parish Christmas Party.  

At the annual Christmas Party, Father John and Ursula Allen were presented with a memory quilt, 
handcrafted by parishioners Connie Boudreau, Marsha Conti and Marion Knox, and a handcrafted 
patchwork bear made by Marion Knox from the quilt materials, as the parish’s tribute to the excellent 
services they provided during Father Allen’s tenure as St. Stephen’s Rector.  

At the 2000 annual meeting the Treasurer reported total parish assets of $868,478.20 at the end of 1999. 
There were 22 pledging units at present. Fewer Rotary suppers were prepared which resulted in less revenue 
from the Guild.  

On February 17th, a terrible house fire in Pittsfield left several families homeless. Guild President Carole 
Tibbetts and her family opened the church and alerted others who came to assist in preparing refreshments 
for those fighting the fire. Funds were donated by parishioners for the families. As a wonderful outreach 
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project $1350, $850 from parish members and $500 from outreach funds, was made available for gift 
certificates for the families.  

In March a house fire occurred in Barnstead that severely burned members of the family. Again 
parishioners rallied and provided clothing for the family.  

On Easter Sunday, Rev. Gocha’s daughter Margaret, and Marjorie Corbett were baptized, Blake Camp, 
Cassie Cole, Justin Kirwin and Yvonne Loomis were confirmed and Charlotte Berry, Susan Camp and Ed 
Loomis were reaffirmed by Bishop Theuner. A reception for the Bishop and confirmands was held following 
the service.  

The Vestry voted to show appreciation for Richard Corning’s work as Treasurer by presenting him with 
a grouse claw with a stone. Following the audit of the Treasurer’s books, the new Treasurer, Ed Loomis, 
reported only a few minor changes were required in the bookkeeping. He also reported the plate collections 
were up while pledges were down.  

Jubilee 2000 was brought to the attention of the parish with a presentation made by Bob Knoettner and 
Rev. Gocha. The Guild pledged the proceeds of two Rotary suppers to Jubilee 2000.  

Other Rotary supper proceeds were earmarked for Outreach, along with proceeds from sales and fairs. 
Recipes used for Rotary suppers were put into booklet form for members to use in preparing meals.  

Needed repairs continued to receive the attention of the Building Committee. Protective glass on 
windows, wrinkles in carpeting, adequate heating for the Undercroft topped the list.  

Charlotte Berry donated, in memory of her father, a handmade crucifix and Jerusalem crosses for the 
credence table.  

The Search Committee conducted their interviews of prospective priests during the early summer 
months, and completed their work in late July. It was their recommendation that the parish call Father Kevin 
Nichols. On August 6, 2000, it was announced that Father Kevin Nichols had accepted the call to become 
the next Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, his ministry to begin on September 10, 2000.  

Rev. Gocha remained with us through September 3rd. Father Beliveau was our celebrant for two weeks 
while Rev. Gocha was on vacation prior to her last two Sundays with us. On the last Sunday in August the 
Parish held their church picnic at Argue Park following the morning service. At the picnic Rev. Gocha was 
presented with a gift of money from the parish.  

On Sunday, September 10th, Father Kevin Nichols celebrated his first service as St. Stephen’s new 
Rector. A reception followed the service to welcome Father Kevin, his wife Patti, and members of their 
family.  

On September 24th, Father Kevin presented Keaton Thomas Sothea Nichols, son of Father Kevin and 
Patti Nichols, to receive the sacrament of Baptism.  

The Vestry voted $500 from Outreach for ten Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets to be given to needy 
families in the community.  

By November 26th, the Sunday School was reported to be “Bursting at the Seams.” During Father 
Kevin’s first year the church grew. Training started for Acolytes, and an average of 60 people attended 
Sunday services. The Treasurer reported $1620, with $810 from Parish members, was sent to Jubilee 2000. 
Additional choir robes were needed. The Christmas Fair netted $1820, and the total raised by Guild events 
and suppers was $5156.  

On December 19th during the worship service, Father John Allen, who retired in 1999, was honored 
with a celebration of his 35th anniversary as an Episcopal priest.  

In an attempt to do something new, the parish Christmas Party was held at the Pittsfield Community 
Center, as a potluck supper, with the Guild supplying the meat and punch. It became obvious that our 
membership had really increased as the space was too small to adequately accommodate those who attended 
and also provide space for the children to play. Father Kevin was given the honor of distributing the 
children’s presents to them, which he enjoyed tremendously.  

At the January 28, 2001 Annual Parish Meeting, the Treasurer reported assets were increasing with the 
Pittsfield Endowment at $114,000 and the Agnes Ring Endowment at $86,000. Retiring Senior Warden Pat 
Morris thanked the parishioners for their support and volunteerism, the Search Committee for their excellent 
work, and he stated that he appreciated the opportunity to serve as the Senior Warden. Rich Corning replaced 
Pat as the Senior Warden 



Father Kevin reported that the Envisioning Process for the parish would begin with Rev. Canon Gene 
Robinson conducting parish-wide visioning, and that there would be a retreat for the Vestry at which they 
would look at the process. Father Kevin had three words to say about St. Stephen’s—Vibrant, Authentic and 
Openness.  

The Vestry received donations in memory of Maude Fuller, mother of Chester Fuller.  
The new Vestry discussed and voted to establish a Building and Maintenance Committee to oversee 

property maintenance. The committee received authority to expend up to $300 without prior Vestry approval. 
Bob Knoettner volunteered to head the committee. He stated with the increase in pledges, additional repair 
work could be scheduled this year.  

Elizabeth Hast informed the Vestry that the Pittsfield Historical Society would like to place a plaque on 
the outside of the church, similar to other plaques on historic buildings in town. The Vestry gratefully gave 
their approval.  

Father Kevin’s new ministry as Rector was celebrated on Tuesday, February 27th with Bishop Theuner 
officiating. A reception followed the service. Father Kevin stated the celebration of a new ministry and the 
sudden passing of George Hetu made for a difficult, emotional time for all.  

The Envisioning Process began on March 18th with those present divided into five groups who 
brainstormed how we hoped the parish might look in five years. The ideas generated were arranged under 
five areas of focus: education, worship, evangelism, outreach, and inreach.  

Concerns relative to the role of the Vestry and the role of the Guild surfaced and they were to be 
addressed during the Envisioning Process. However, a meeting of Vestry and Guild members was scheduled. 
The meeting provided time to rethink roles and to air concerns which included the need to communicate 
better with the parish members, and the need to expand the involvement of the parish.  

The Guild volunteered to prepare a dinner for the Rotary Balloon Rally participants. Unfortunately the 
weather did not cooperate and fewer than expected appeared at the dinner. However, through an agreement 
with the Rotary, expenses were covered. The Guild purchased a new coffee pot, roaster ovens, pots and pans 
for the kitchen, and continued to provide Rotary suppers on an irregular basis, allowing the Boy Scouts, 
Pittsfield Youth Organization and others to also provide the meals.  

Marge Morris retired after preparing the church bulletins for many years. Father Kevin, Betty and Jim 
Whinn took on this weekly task.  

Members of the Youth Group traveled to Boston to see Godspell, and were grateful to the Guild for 
supplying the funding for this excursion. 

As a result of the Envisioning Process, a newsletter committee was formed and the first newsletter was 
mailed the middle of September. It included information regarding the parish structure and the Envisioning 
Process. Also, in early October monthly Adult Education Forums were introduced. Thirty plus people 
regularly attended the forums.  

Members of the Sunday School traveled to Plimouth Plantation to observe how the Pilgrims lived and 
worshipped. They were so impressed that they forfeited part of their lunch money as a contribution to the 
children of Afghanistan, sending the donation to President Bush in Washington, D.C.  

Bob Knoettner reported, after much research, the new carpet to cover the aisle and altar areas had been 
installed at a cost of $1996.  

As the Envisioning Process continued, a new ministry team structure was developed and embraced by 
most parishioners. As was hoped, there were some new people attending the various groups, as well as some 
who were changing their focus and contributions. The areas of focus for the Guild were defined as parish 
socials, dinners/breakfasts, picnics, Rotary suppers, fairs and community events. The Guild agreed there was 
a need for a few minutes of fellowship and coffee in the Undercroft after the Sunday services. After serving 
as Chair of the Guild for several years, Carole Tibbetts announced she was stepping down at the end of the 
year.  

The Annual Christmas Party for the parish returned again to the Del-Lea Country Club, where there was 
always good food and plenty of space for the children to play. There were about 100 parishioners in 
attendance, and a wonderful fellowship experience was had by all. The cost of the dinner was paid by the 
parish, as a thanksgiving to parishioners for their continued service and support.  



The Guild again surpassed their fundraising efforts, and provided $5305 to the Vestry for Outreach and 
other expenses of the church.  

At the January 27, 2002 Annual Parish Meeting the Treasurer announced a budget of $41,206, compared 
to $40,307 for year 2001, and actual revenues for 2001 were $53,247.64. He stated the 2002 budget included a 
4% increase in Father Kevin’s salary as was required by the diocese. Also reported were 29 pledging families 
at present totaling $29,000. There were 21 pledges in 2001.  

Senior Warden Richard Corning stated that planning and development were the watch words for the 
previous year, and the year saw the development of five ministry teams and a lot of positive changes. The 
various teams reported on their progress as a team and Outreach stated there had been two newsletters 
already with the third due in the spring.  

The Guild report, given by Sabra Welch, announced a change in structure and name was voted on. The 
new name is Parish Life Guild. The structure would change to Joe Knox and Sabra Welch as co-chairpersons 
and Marion Knox as Treasurer. There would be no formal meetings, and there would not be a Guild 
Secretary. The Parish Life Guild would continue with Rotary suppers, coffee fellowship after Sunday services, 
and the long-standing events such as fairs and yard sales.  

Father Kevin reported a 35% increase in attendance and 60% increase in pledges. There were two 
baptisms, two funerals and an increase in hospital/nursing home visits. There also were two infant, two adult 
baptisms and two weddings of non-members. Father Kevin announced that Betty Whinn offered to be 
available at the Church to prepare bulletins, order of worship, and in general to make the Church available to 
people one day a week. Leone Keene assisted Betty on a regular basis.  

With the announcement of Bishop Theuner’s retirement in March of 2004, a statewide nominating 
committee was formed. Parishioner Margaret Porter was selected to be a member of the committee and 
members of St. Stephen’s were asked to become part of the video being made for the Bishop Search 
Committee.  

The diocese, in preparation for the celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the Episcopal Church in New Hampshire, requested 
that each parish provide a new parish banner to be used as part of 
the back drop for the worship service at the Capitol Theatre in 
Concord on October 27, 2002. Marsha Conti, Marion Knox and 
Sandy Thomas met the challenge and made a banner that now 
adorns the church wall under the rose window.  

Father Kevin announced an outdoor service and the Sunday 
School picnic would be held on September 8th at Argue Park. The 
outdoor service and picnic were attended by almost the entire 
regular congregation during a beautiful sunny September day. All 
agreed this should become an annual event. A “Pasta with Padre” 
Newcomers Dinner was held on October 13th. Homemade 
lasagna, prepared by the Rector was served to over 60 people.  

The Building Committee had trouble obtaining a service to 
paint the cross that sits on the peak of the church roof. They also 
were amazed at the proposed cost of $1843 for landscaping and 
additional plantings on the ramp. The Vestry tabled both items.  

The Parish Life Guild, because of lack of interest by church 
members, decided to revisit continuing to provide the monthly 
Rotary supper. Because of lack of support by parishioners, several 
scheduled suppers were handed to other organizations. The Guild 
announced in November that this fund-raiser would be 
discontinued on December 31st. 

Two proposals for a new heating system were received; one for $24,826 and one for $23,336. The 
Vestry’s decision was to continue obtaining proposals as they continued to find a resolution to the 
Undercroft heating situation. Discussion centered on putting radiant heat in a new concrete floor. This would 
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require the raising of the ceiling, exposing the steel beams and replacing lighting, along with upgrading the 
lavatory facilities to accommodate handicapped persons.  

Organist Elaine Dame and Joe Knox met with the Vestry relative to the upright Steinway piano in the 
Undercroft that was gifted to the church by Ellen Grau, who was organist for the church for many, many 
years. The piano did not meet the needs of the church anymore. After discussing this with Ms. Grau’s 
daughter and granddaughter, Hedy and Denise Adjutant, and receiving their permission, Ms. Dame and Mr. 
Knox sought the Vestry’s approval to exchange the Steinway, with an additional $500 and obtain an 
electronic Clavanola Piano, as an upgrade, from Darrell Music Company. The Vestry granted approval.  

The choir membership continued an upward and downward slide with five to six active members. Ways 
to increase membership were discussed, including a midweek rehearsal using the new piano as 
accompaniment.  

In December the Vestry led an open forum to gain parishioners’ insight into the strengths and 
weaknesses of the ministry team structure. Parishioners offered insights and suggestions on how to fine-tune 
the current structuring, including improved communication among teams and more time to socialize. Further 
discussion was planned on the charges given to the Parish Life Guild and their role with the other teams.  

The Guild continued to provide opportunities for fellowship and their fundraising efforts yielded $4600 
in 2002. After many years of Guild leadership Joe and Marion Knox took a well-deserved respite. Marion 
served as Guild Treasurer for over six years. Joe provided years of enthusiastic coordination for fairs, socials 
and outreach efforts.  

At the January 26, 2003 Annual Parish Meeting the Treasurer reported 31 pledging members totaling 
$35,000. Steve Thomas volunteered to chair the Parish Life Guild and Barbara Barr was appointed by the 
Vestry as Guild treasurer. Rich Corning stepped down as Senior Warden and was replaced by Jim Whinn as 
Senior Warden. 

A revision of the church by-laws was reviewed and approved with only minor changes noted.  
The Building Committee made a presentation to the parish on the Undercroft renovation project, stating 

that the estimated cost at that time is about $31,000. The renovation work would begin after the close of 
Sunday School, and would be completed by the end of August. Parishioners were asked to assist in removing 
the contents of the Undercroft to be stored in a rental trailer behind the church, and also to assist the 
Building Committee members in dismantling the ceiling, furnace etc. in preparation for the renovation work.  

Approval was received from Bishop Thuener to allow former Rector Father John Allen to assist Father 
Kevin on a more regular basis. The Vestry gave their approval, and Father Allen’s assigned duties were to 
preach one Sunday a month, visit two to three homebound parishioners a month and provide pastoral and 
emergency care as needed.  

It was reported that 80 new prayer books, to replace the older worn books were needed. Parishioners 
donated funds and purchased over 80 books, given in memory or thanksgiving of loved ones.  

At the April Vestry meeting, final figures were presented for the renovations to the Undercroft. Total 
estimated cost was $35,798. The Vestry voted to approve the project at an estimated cost of $36,000. It was 
also voted to initiate a building campaign to raise funds for the project, with a goal of $10,000 to augment the 
$27,000 available at the time for this project.  

Douglas and Rebekkah Jackson agreed to chair a fundraising committee and solicit contributions for the 
renovations, so that the revenues of the church would not be totally depleted. Within a month of the appeal 
for funds, 95% of the $10,000 needed was deposited and over $11,000 was pledged.  

On June 4, 5 and 6 parishioners gathered to pack and move the contents of the Undercroft. The June 
14th yard sale was held as planned, and the work of removing the ceiling took place the next week.  

Each week parishioners saw changes being made. Once the ceiling was removed the renovation work 
done in 1975 when the new Undercroft foundation was built came to light. Members were surprised to 
observe the rotted condition of the original beams and the l975 new beams that were installed to support the 
church floor. Also discovered was the upper portion of the windows facing the park that were hidden by the 
old suspended ceiling. As the new ceiling will be higher, the full windows will be visible on the park side of 
the church.  



Bob Knoettner and his crew, made up of several parish 
members, continued working on a regular schedule, and by the 
middle of August the steel ceiling beams were covered, sheet rock 
was placed on the walls, and the piping for the floor heat was 
installed. By September the radiant heating in the floor was 
completed and the walls were painted. Next, the lighting and ceiling 
were installed and the kitchen began to take shape again. It was 
then time for the ladies to decide on and make window treatments. 
The entire project was finished on schedule and on October 5, 
2003 a dedication of the Undercroft and a celebration of the 140th 
Anniversary of the founding of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
were held beginning with Holy Eucharist Rite II led by the Right 
Reverend Douglas E. Theuner and followed by a catered dinner for 
all who attended the celebration. 

As parishioners and guests gathered to partake of the meal, 
Father Kevin announced that he would like to offer a toast and 
suggested that because the toast would be long, people grab some 
cider or champagne. Father Kevin then began his toast: 

 
I toast the carpenters, the painters, the wirers, the plumbers 

and light holders. 
The demolition team, the refrigerator storers, the pizza 

fetchers, the paint color pickers, the lifters, luggers and trailer 
tenders. 
The cleaners and re-cleaners, the furnace pullers, the spacklers, the tailors and seamstresses. 
The gophers and those who used tools they never knew existed. 
I toast the PRAYers, the planners, the meeting after meeting attendees, the history writers, the booklet 
creators, printers and stuffers, the editors, the reminders and did- you- forgetters. 
I toast the set-er-uppers and the clean-up brigade. 
I toast Zoya’s our caterers. 
I toast those who disagreed with a plan or decision and kept quiet and also those who did not. 
I toast those who put up with their Rector’s changes and quirks. 
I toast the Vestry and the leadership of our Sr. Warden—Jim Whinn. 
I toast the donors whose generosity far exceeded anyone’s goal or expectations and I toast our bill-payer 
who managed the funds flowing out as quickly as they were coming in. 
I toast our Building Project Manager, Bob Knoettner. This is the most energy efficient heating system I 
have ever seen. 
I toast the 140th Anniversary Committee and our building Campaign Co-chairs Doug and Bekky 
Jackson. Thank you for all you did. 
Lastly, I toast each and every one of you for making this time in our history so blessed. 
To you…Cheers! 
 
The Fall Parish News reported on the success of the Undercroft project and also on the wonderful trip to 

Sturbridge Village taken by several members of the church school. Sabra Welch led the trip, accompanied by 
Ella Jo Reagan and Sandy and Steve Thomas. The students got to hoist the flag, work on engraving a 
headstone, some made a tin candle holder, others a pomander ball and participated in a funeral. A THANK 
YOU was extended to the Vestry for sponsoring the trip. 

Also reported was the first official Parish Family Sunday where the children took part. Teachers, 
children and families are all looking forward to the children playing a greater role in the service. The 
completion of the Undercroft has made a more spacious and conducive area for learning. 
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The annual Christmas party for all parishioners was held on December 5th at Dell-Lea Country Club. 
The Vestry voted to provide the meal this year as a thank you and tribute to all who contributed to the 
Undercroft project. 

For the first time in many years, due to the inclement weather including poor road conditions leading to 
the church and the unavailability of town parking, Fr. Nichols decided to cancel the Sunday, December 7 th 
9:30 a.m. service, stating “Enjoy God’s gift of snow today!” 

 
 

2004 
 
 

he Vestry and their families provided food and refreshments for the January 25th Annual Parish 
Meeting, and childcare was provided during the meeting. There was a wonderful turn-out for this 
meeting. The budget was discussed and it was voted to accept the figure of $67,404.05 to be 

raised in 2004. Following the major renovations of the Undercroft during 2003, the Building and 
Development Team spent a good deal of their time picking up the little projects that were overlooked during 
the renovation phase—touch-up painting, new fixtures in the rest rooms, painting doors, etc. In addition, 
after several weather related delays, the annual Spring and Fall cleanups were accomplished under the expert 
direction of Ursula Allen and several other dedicated parishioners. 

Early in 2004 members of the Pittsfield Fire Department conducted an inspection of the facility prior to 
issuing a Permit to Operate a Place of Assembly. As a result of this inspection, several discrepancies were 
uncovered that required correction before the permit could be issued. Senior Warden Jim Whinn made sure 
that the exit signs and emergency lighting were installed and that electrical circuits were identified and fire 
extinguishers were inspected and reinstalled. 

Trees overhanging the structure were trimmed, light fixtures were replaced or repaired and a general 
cleanup of the storage rooms was accomplished. Upon re-inspection in November a permit was issued by the 
Pittsfield Fire Department, which indicates 130-person capacity in the sanctuary and 60-person capacity in the 
Undercroft. 

Because of strange weather conditions, the painting of the exterior of the building and roof repairs were 
delayed to Spring 2005. The cost of painting the building would come from the George Owen Endowment 
Fund. The roof repairs only involved the replacement of shingles which had blown off. 

On February 22nd, Father Kevin prepared chicken parmesan and fellowship in the Undercroft as the 
second annual parish-wide gathering focused on welcoming our newcomers. Again, this social event was well 
received, and the meal was delicious. 

It was announced in the February 2004 Parish News that the Parish Life Guild identified specific areas 
and activities to be amended or altered in 2004. PLG would compose a mission statement but not adopt any 
formal team structure as they wanted to be the body that binds where they can and fill in where needed by 
co-sponsoring the efforts of other teams as the year unfolded. This group was determined to add to all team 
efforts to engage our church family members and their children and to promote more frequent and consistent 
fellowship throughout the year. 

On March 5th the Annual World Day of Prayer was held at St. Stephen’s Church. Several members from 
Barnstead Parade Congregational Church, Pittsfield’s Second Advent Church, Our Lady of Lourdes, First 
Congregational Church and Park Street Baptist Church attended and participated in the service. St. Stephen’s 
Church will host the 2013 service as part of their 150th anniversary celebration 

March 7th was a day of celebration as the Investiture of Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson was held at St. Paul’s 
Church in Concord. Many of St. Stephen’s members attended this historic event. Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 
succeeded The Rt. Rev. Douglas E. Theuner who retired in 2003. 

New family-based programs, offering families a variety of ways to strengthen their children’s spiritual 
growth, were introduced and two separate sessions, one in the fall and one in the spring were introduced, 
with 11 young people participating in the program. Fr. Nichols introduced Seashells, Summer Son and Scripture 
Stories Too, an interactive summer program for church-school age youth, which introduced our youth and 
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other members to the St. Stephen’s website. The program was for seven weeks, with a new lesson being 
presented with activities for the youth to complete. 

On August 8th, 30 parishioners joined Fr. Nichols and his family and made the trek up Mt. Kearsarge. 
Despite the heavy winds on the top of the mountain there were no casualties, just a lot of fun, great food and 
fellowship. 

Patti Oakland Nichols, MSW, a member of St. Stephen’s and the wife of our Rector, Kevin Nichols, 
developed a spiritual care compassionate companion program at Concord Hospital. The goal of the program 
is the supportive presence of a companion while patients are in the hospital or following their discharge to a 
long term care facility, assisted living facility, or at home. Three members of St. Stephen’s, Elvia Hetu, Sandy 
Thomas and Betty Whinn, completed their training and served as companions to several members of the St. 
Stephen’s family. Elvia and Betty are shown here visiting with Bertha Hammen and Shirley Barton.  

 

 
Elvia Hetu with Shirley Barton 

 
 

 
Hiking Mt. Kearsarge with Fr. Kevin Nichols (carrying granddaughter Taylor 

on his back) and Patti Nichols (yellow shirt), 2005. 
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Through the efforts of the Outreach Team, and with thanks to the Parish Life Guild’s summer and 
Christmas fundraising events, donations to several communities were made which included the food pantries, 
the Sox Appeal, the Pittsfield  Fire and Police Department, to name a few. The Post Card Ministry and the 
Compassionate Companions Program at Concord Hospital were continued by members of the parish. 

 
 

2005 
 
 

he annual meeting was held on January 29th and began with refreshments provided by the Vestry 
members. Many parishioners were in attendance. 

The Building and Development committee’s report stated that the exterior of the church 
was scraped, primed and painted, and damaged or missing roof shingles were replaced. Also the robing room 
exit door was repaired and additional emergency lighting was installed in the sanctuary. The final item 
remaining from the original fire safety inspection, the sealing of the storage shed and furnace room from the 
rest of the building, was completed before the time of the annual 
meeting. 

A new company to conduct fire extinguisher inspections was 
needed as the company presently under contract had gone out of 
business. The Vestry was considering the installation of a “Knox 
Box” which would be used for emergency access to the building by 
approved Emergency Department members of Pittsfield. 

The Outreach Team was successful in providing support to 
five communities and six local organizations as a result of the 
fundraising events that were held during 2005. Several events were 
held for parishioners and newcomers during the year. Included were 
the Pasta with Padre supper, the Blessing of the Animals, and the 
Parish Family Festival. The usual well-attended Christmas Party had 
to be cancelled this year as “Mother Nature” presented us with a 
snow storm. 

The Adult Education Program and the Men’s and Women’s 
Gatherings continued to involve several of the parishioners and 
church school sessions were also scheduled in the spring and fall 
months. The Seashells, Summer Son, and Scripture Stories Too program 
and the special Music Fun Day were held during the summer 
months for the youth of the church. 

The Vestry met regularly during the year and conducted the normal business of the church. They 
approved the contracts for Keith Belanger and Katie Ortega for the positions of Organist and of Leader of 
Music Ministry, respectively. The purchase of 20 copies of Wonder, Love and Praise, a supplement of the 
Hymnal 1982 was approved. The Vestry also affirmed license renewals for Eucharistic Ministers, Worship 
Leaders and Eucharistic Visitors. 

On February 13th Bishop V. Gene Robinson made his annual visitation to St. Stephen’s. He met with the 
Vestry for coffee and Danish before the service. He confirmed Samantha O’Brien during the service, and 
attended a reception in his honor and to celebrate Sam’s confirmation after officiating at the service. 

Rev. Tim Rich, Canon to the Ordinary, joined us on March 6th to kick off a New Member Campaign. 
Information was also distributed through the Parish News, which gave various insights into why potential 
members may or may not wish to join our worship service and what we could do to help bring new 
people/members into our parish. This campaign continued throughout the year. 

On April 9th the reception of Daniel Lionel Bernier as a priest of the Episcopal Church was held with 
the Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson presiding. Leslie Bernier, wife of Daniel was the Music 
Director/Pianist for this occasion. Both Rev. Kevin D. Nichols and Rev. John S. Allen assisted with the 
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readings, and the candidate was presented by Rev. John S. Allen, Lucinda Kerivan, Joe Knox, Rev. Kevin D. 
Nichols, Betty Whinn and Jim Whinn. A reception followed the service, at which not only congratulations 
but well-wishes and prayers were given to Dan and Leslie as they continue their ministry at Christ Church in 
Portsmouth. Daniel received part of his transition training during his stay at St. Stephen’s and Leslie held the 
interim position as music director at St. Stephen’s at the same time. 

Fr. Kevin announced that he was eligible to take a refresher leave, an extended period of personal 
growth, renewal and reflection. Bishop Robinson approved his leave beginning April 17, 2006 and concluding 
August 14, 2006.  Conditional approval for Diocesan Grant Funds that would eliminate any financial burden 
on the parish was also received. The Vestry approved Fr. Kevin’s refresher leave and the Worship Team 
worked with him to make sure there was a supply priest in place during the time he was on his leave. 

On November 27th new white altar linens in memory of Shirley Barton, Jo Chandler, Muriel Hyde and 
George wen, and the new crèche constructed by the late Walter L. Whinn were blessed during the service. 

The Christmas Eve Service started at 6:30 p.m. with the singing of carols, followed by a wonderful 
service with Rev. John S. Allen assisting Rev. Kevin D. Nichols. The choir sang under the direction of Katie 
Ortega, Leader of Music Ministry and the congregation enjoyed the music played by organist Keith Belanger. 

The service on December 26th, St. Stephen’s Day, was exciting as everyone was anxious to tell of their 
holiday, and the children were invited to come up and touch and examine the new creche figures donated by 
several members of the parish. 

With the New Year upon us, the business of the church turned to the stewardship campaign, baptism, 
confirmation and reception, as plans were made for the annual meeting of the parish in January. 

 
 

2006 
 
 

arly in January the Consultative Council (Fr. John Allen, Lucinda Kerivan, Joe Knox, Yvonne 
Loomis, Fr. Kevin Nichols, Chris Porter and Betty Whinn) met to begin planning for Fr. 
Kevin’s refresher leave, scheduled to begin on April 17th. Fr. John Allen agreed to serve as 

pastoral “overseer,” and preside at services on a monthly basis. In addition, four or five clergy persons would 
be utilized to fill in at the Sunday services. Other items decided were:  develop a resource list to inform 
parishioners who they should contact for particular issues or needs; provide verbal and written 
communication reports before, during and after Fr. Kevin’s leave to update progress; seek creative ways to 
provide renewal and keep the community involved during the leave. 

Visions of Hope, a social service agency in Biloxi, Mississippi, partnered with Oxfam America in the 
hurricane-ravaged South. Keith Belanger, our organist, and his roommate, Jon Manter, drove a truck loaded 
with donated goods to Visions of Hope. They reported that there was still a significant need, both for goods 
and financial assistance, and they were pleased to help with this effort. 

The Building Team reported that the openings between the storage shed/furnace room and the rest of 
the church had been sealed, and the 1000 gallon underground oil storage tank was removed and the void 
backfilled, loam was spread and grass planted. A new heating oil storage tank was installed in the furnace 
room, and was inspected by the Pittsfield Fire Department. A monthly log for recording testing of the 
emergency lights and smoke detectors was put into place. Contractor bids were sought for replacement of the 
roof. This project would be completed in 2007. 

On February 26th the fourth annual parish-wide gathering focused on welcoming our newcomers, 
featuring “Pasta with Padre,” was held. Fr. Kevin’s Mardi Gras feast was a wonderful evening of food, 
laughter and fellowship. Special thanks were given to Lucinda Kerivan for her assistance in coordinating this 
event. 

The application for charter of a Chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrews was submitted and approval 
was received early in March. A brief meeting was held to discuss the Brotherhood in more detail and establish 
an organizational structure that met the needs of St. Stephen’s. George Booth became acting Chapter 
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Director and Jim Whinn became Vice Director. Additional officer positions would be determined as the 
chapter evolved. The chapter dedication took place during the April 2nd regular service. 

The Parish planned a homecoming celebration for Fr. Kevin. Over 40 parishioners signed up to attend 
the NH Fisher Cats’ game in Manchester with Fr. Kevin and his family. The Vestry agreed to pay for 
transportation to and from Manchester, and Keith Belanger served as bus driver on a bus provided by UNH. 
Special thanks were given to Don Ellison for coordinating this event. Fr. Kevin thanked all for the masterful 
job done while he was on refresher leave. “You kept me completely out of the loop and let me do that which 
I had hoped to do: relax, renew and get refreshed!” 

By the middle of October, Fr. Kevin announced he would be leaving us the middle of November. He 
accepted a call to St. Andrews in Hopkinton after serving St. Stephen’s over the last 6 years. On November 
12th he thanked the parish: “It is with incredibly mixed emotions that I say so-long today. These last 5 years 
have been truly wonderful for Patti, the kids and me. Your love and care for us is but one of the many ways 
in which God’s love was made present and visible to me. Together, we have worked hard to make St. 
Stephen’s the welcoming and loving home that it is! Please know that it has been my honor to serve as your 
Rector. As we now journey on different paths, please be assured of my continued prayers.” 

The flowers on the Altar were given to the glory of God and in celebration of and thanksgiving for Fr. 
Kevin’s ministry at St. Stephen’s. A luncheon reception followed the service. Special thanks to Joe Knox and 
Lucinda Kerivan for their coordination of the reception. 

On November 19th we welcomed the Reverend Curtis Metzger who would remain with us through 
Christmas Eve. Father Curtis worked full-time at New Hampshire Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management as the Hospital Bioterrorism Preparedness Coordinator, managing a federal grant that assists all 
26 acute care hospitals in NH become better prepared for bioterrorism or other large-scale public health 
emergencies. He was ordained in our companion diocese of Quebec 25 years ago and has lived and worked in 
Quebec, British Columbia, Hawaii and Maine before returning to NH to be closer to family. A social worker 
first by profession, he has mostly worked in executive director positions for small community health-related 
non-profits including hospice organizations, Ronald McDonald House charities, and the Red Cross. He has 
chosen to exercise his ministry mostly as honorary assistant and interim/supply to various parishes. All met in 
the Undercroft after the service to welcome him. 

Greens and wreath-making activities were held after church on November 26th in preparation for the St. 
Nicholas Christmas Fair scheduled for December 2nd. The annual Christmas Party was held on December 8th 
in the Undercroft. 

It was announced that a Calling Committee would be formed within the next few weeks to discern the 
calling of a new rector to St. Stephen’s. Interested persons were asked to contact Chris Porter. On December 
31st Chris Porter announced that The Reverend Curtis Metzger had accepted the Vestry’s invitation to 
become our Priest-In-Charge. Happy New Year! 

 
 

  

 
Sr. Warden Chris Porter presents The Rev. Curtis Metzger 

to the congregation as its Priest-in-charge. 



2007 
 
 

he Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson presided at the service on January 7th, as this was his scheduled 
visit to St. Stephen’s. A reception was held immediately after the service to meet and greet Bishop 
Robinson. It was announced at the reception that Reverend Curtis Metzger had accepted the 

Vestry’s invitation to become our Priest-In-Charge.  
The 2007 Annual Meeting was held immediately after the January 28th service. The Vestry provided food 

and refreshments to those who attended. 
Senior Warden Chris Porter summarized the Vestry’s activities during 2006. In doing so, he thanked Jr. 

Warden, Joe Knox, who he considered one very special member, and who was stepping down this year. He 
was grateful for Joe’s service and the many hours he spent working with the Vestry, parishioners and the fairs 
and fundraisers. Joe began attending St. Stephen’s during the summer months in the 1950s.  

Chris Porter acknowledged that most of the members of the Vestry were continuing during 2007, and he 
also acknowledged the dedication of Denise Roberge-Pelletier, as leader of the Building Team. Without her 
leadership, guidance and knowledge of the building trades, the new roof project would not have happened. It 
was stated that after a long arduous process and a lot of learning about roofing, the Vestry signed a contract 
to have the roof reconstructed to correct many outstanding issues. The reconstruction would keep the church 
cooler in the summer, warmer in the winter, and more water-tight, which would amount to good savings in 
heating costs for many years. A mini-campaign to help cover the reconstruction costs was held during the 
year. As the roof reconstruction began in August, the wooden crosses on the roof were removed and were 
found to be in very poor condition. As they were deemed to be in need of being replaced, a search for new 
wooden crosses began. George Booth and Chris Noyes were able to obtain the correct kind of wood that 
would last for many years, and they began the project of reproducing the crosses. This was a project that took 
many months of design and preparation in order to be able to duplicate the existing crosses. They were 
reminded that until the roof was completed and accepted, the new crosses would not be placed on the roof.  

 A freak wind and rain storm occurred part way through the roofing project which removed part of the 
tarpaulin covering the unfinished roof and allowed water to damage the sanctuary furnishings and carpeting 
and forced us to live out of the Undercroft for weeks on end  while enduring the demolition and repair of the 
sanctuary. We survived the reconstruction and installation of a new fifty-year roof, complete with layers of 
insulation designed to keep us warmer and save many dollars on heat. This experience is now a pleasantly 
blurring memory. Without the eyes, ears and hands of Daniel and Sabra Welch this experience would have 
been much worse. Heartfelt thanks were given to them. 

It was reported that despite the roof construction the parish conducted their usual fundraising events 
during the year. The funds raised were distributed by the Outreach Team to the food pantries in Pittsfield and 
six surrounding communities.  

Fr. Curtis’s gift of himself to us the previous Christmas was a weekly blessing for the parish. The Vestry 
distributed and tabulated the results of a parish-wide Mutual Ministry Review survey, a step toward calling Fr. 
Curtis as our part-time Rector. What was crystal clear from that process was that the St. Stephen’s family was 
dedicated to having Fr. Curtis stay on as our Rector, as much as Fr. Curtis was committed to stay on with us. 
The Mutual Ministry Review results along with the Vestry’s goals for 2008 were presented to the diocese 
along with our request to the Bishop that Fr. Curtis be officially recognized as our Rector. 

Fr. Curtis stated that his first year with us coincidentally aligned with the calendar year, so all that had 
been written in the various reports for the Year 2006 fairly summarize the whirlwind of activities in his first 
year in ministry with St. Stephen’s Parish. Personally he felt the highs and lows with all of us. This was his 21st 
year as an ordained minister. He had learned to balance his very demanding job with Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, the regular care and visits with his parents, his personal life and his new pastoral 
responsibilities. The parishioners agreed he managed to serve us all very well during 2007 and they looked 
forward to many more wonderful years with Fr. Curtis. 
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In February a Mardi Gras parish dinner was held. This event concluded the 
stewardship campaign and celebrated the abundance within the parish. Members 
provided a hot dish, salad or a dessert. It was a wonderful evening of food, laughter, 
fellowship and sharing of “Ministry Minutes” by several members. 

During the year several babies were baptized by Fr. Curtis. George Booth and 
Chris Noyes made a faith chest for each child. Parishioners placed token gifts in 
each chest, which represented their prayer and hope for the child’s walk with Christ. 
The faith chests were presented to each child’s parents. 

Towards the end of 2007, Jim and Betty Whinn, who were very active 
members, announced their planned move to Vermont to be close to Jim’s mother. 

Preparations were made for those who stepped up to fill their very big shoes, and  it was found that there 
were unknown “jobs” the Whinns did behind the scenes that needed to be covered also. Their team work was 
superb as was their attention to detail in all their projects. The Whinns have been greatly missed by everyone. 

 
 

2008 
 
 

he 2008 Annual Meeting was held on January 27, 2009 with a good turnout for this important 
meeting. The membership on the Vestry was largely unchanged during 2008, except Virginia 
Pearson became Clerk and Katie Jones accepted a three-year term as a Vestry member at-large. 

Sabra Welch agreed to another one year term as an at-large member. The Treasurer reported a good financial 
year for the church, with many parishioners pledging payments for the roof fund to help offset that cost from 
2007. 

The Building and Grounds Team’s annual report stated that several important upgrades to the building 
and surrounding areas were made, and 90% of the re-fit of the problems caused by the roof damage were 
completed. The Sanctuary received a new sub-floor, which was installed over the more than 140- year-old 
original floor, and a new pad and carpeting were installed. The pews and kneelers were all restored and put 
into place. Other on-going projects including the repainting of the ramp handrail, the trimming of the pine 
trees at the back of the property, and the creation of a compact office for Fr. Curtis in the robing room, are 
on the team’s list. 

Fr. Curtis’s report for the Year 2008 included a recap of the state of the country, with the election of 
Barack Obama, the first African-American president, and the world beginning to experience an economic 
meltdown which, by all indication, would continue to reverberate for some time to come. We experienced a 
tornado that plowed right through our parish region in July and affected a number of parishioners, and also 
the great ice storm of 2008 that left almost half the businesses and homes in New Hampshire without power 
for one to fourteen days—during which the Welch’s home nearly became a “bed and breakfast” for a number 
of parishioners without power. 

Fr. Curtis’s report sadly referenced an incredible trinity of losses in July: Bertha Hammen (109 years), 
Florence Moffat (107 years) and our dearly beloved Elvia Hetu, who had served for so many years as our 
faithful Vestry Clerk. We miss her every time we gather and will always remember what a wonderful person 
and steward she was to the Vestry and the entire St. Stephen’s family. It was somehow comforting to know 
that Elvia, who visited both Bertha and Florence faithfully, was there to greet their entrance into glory. 

Fr. Curtis thanked everyone who helped make the yard sale and Old Home Day fundraisers a huge 
success. He stated the success of these events was a tribute to Elvia Hetu who worked in the kitchen at each 
fair, toasting the hot dog rolls. 

Sabra Welch reported that both the Rotary annual meeting dinner and the dinner for the balloonists 
during the Rotary Balloon Rally provided St. Stephen’s with the funds to repave the walkway to the 
Undercroft. She thanked everyone who made these events successful. 

George Booth and Chris and Fayth Noyes created the new wooden cross for the peak of the church 
roof and also created a smaller cross for the vestibule roof. They brought the large cross to church on 
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September 28th for all to see and explained the cross was made of Spanish cedar wood. The smaller cross 
would be completed soon. The crosses received several coats of white paint with red accents. The proper lift 
equipment would be needed to securely attach the crosses to their respective roofs. 

Senior Warden Chris Porter announced that the Vestry had voted unanimously to call Fr. Curtis as our 
full-time/part-time Rector. Their vote was based on the feedback received from everyone in the parish-wide 
mutual ministry review survey which indicated enthusiastic and unanimous support for this call. Having 
jumped through a few Diocesan hoops between that survey and our recent Vestry vote and all, we were now 
on track for the Episcopal Church’s typical next step, the Celebration of New Ministry. Bishop Robinson was 
scheduled to be with us to celebrate Fr. Curtis’ ascension to Rector from his previous position was Priest-in-
Charge, on October 1st. Until that date Fr. Curtis would be known as our Rector-Elect. With the Bishop’s 
blessing, the “-Elect” would go away and we would be left with the long-promised gift of the Reverend Curtis 
E. Metzger. 

On October 1st, the Rt. Rev. Gene Robinson, Bishop of New Hampshire presided, assisted by The 
Reverend Canon Charles LaFond, Master of Ceremonies, at the installation of Fr. Curtis Metzger as St. 
Stephen’s Rector. The flowers on the altar and processional cross were given by the parishioners in 
celebration and thanksgiving for the life and work of the Reverend Curtis E. Metzger. The anthem, based on 
the song “All Are Welcome,” was arranged by 
organist Keith Belanger and was dedicated to Father 
Curtis. Several parishioners were selected by Fr. Curtis 
to make presentations during the service: Sabra Welch 
(Bible), Marylee Johnson (stole), Connie Mitchell 
(prayer book), George Booth (holy oil), Chris Porter 
(keys), The Rev. Cricket Cooper (canons), Pat Kelley 
and Charlotte Berry (bread and wine.) The service was 
inspiring and attended by most of the parishioners. 
The Sunday School children made a stole of their 
handprints for Fr. Curtis to celebrate his ministry as 
our Rector. Virginia Pearson and Daniel Welch helped 
make that special gift fun for the children and a 
surprise for Father Curtis. A delightful supper 
followed the service in the Undercroft. 

Following another successful Holiday Fair, the 
parishioners met to decide where to direct the money 
earned during the year’s fundraisers. As Bishop 
Robinson says in his book In the Eye of the Storm, “Will 
our ‘in-reach’ to one another be the security blanket we hold onto for comfort, or will our loving community 
give us the confidence and courage to engage in ‘outreach’ to those who most need to hear that they too are 
loved by God?” All were encouraged to participate in the important decision- making.  

Part of the parish’s tradition was to gather before Christmas and share fellowship and good tidings to all. 
This year the gathering was a Christmas potluck brunch that was held after the morning service on the first 
Sunday in December. Fr. Curtis’s Christmas message included the fact that “We survived the ice storm and 
two snow storms already—winter has arrived! Ah, but the days are getting longer again—the days lengthen, 
and the sun starts to rise higher and higher. This coming year will surely prove to be challenging in many ways 
as the world struggles with economic troubles. I’m sure that these troubles will affect each of us in some way. 
But do not lose heart or, as Jesus was fond of saying, ‘Be not afraid.’ The silver lining of trying economic 
times is that we are thrown back on the grace of God, the ‘kindness of strangers’ and the gratitude for simple 
things we too often take for granted.” 

 
  

 
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson presides at the Celebration of 
New Ministry for The Rev. Curtis Metzger, assisted by The 
Rev. Canon Charles LaFond and Lucinda Kerivan. 

 
 



2009 
 
 

n 2009 the Parish Family Sunday and the Parish Annual Meeting fell on the same day. At the 
conclusion of the Parish Family gathering and refreshments, Fr. Curtis gave his Rector’s Report. He 
reported we weathered the first intense year of the economic recession. He said it was not an easy 

year for the country on many fronts. St. Stephen’s had a more difficult year financially, but we weathered the 
storm so far. He commended the Parish Guild for an amazing job of raising money for the parish and the 
outreach efforts of the church during the four fundraisers that were wildly successful in a year for which we 
had modest expectations. 

As a result of our hugely successful fund raising season during Year 2009, we were not only able to 
faithfully support our commitment to the Diocese by providing 100% of our fair share, but also were able to 
increase our contribution to four surrounding community food pantries as well as providing contributions to 
eight regional non-profit organizations. Other assistance was given to a local family struck by tragedy, and 
several members of the parish assisted individuals at the cold-weather emergency shelter in Concord. We 
supplied home-cooked meals for a family coping with the challenges of living with illness. We collected toys 
for children of inmates, and lots of winter outerwear in our annual Sox Box for distribution to those in need 
of warm clothes. 

Fr. Curtis expressed his concern that the needs of the young members of our parish were not being 
addressed and asked that the program be restructured to be more accessible to the children. A program was 
developed that considered the fluctuation in attendance experienced in a small parish. The content was 
designed to help the children to participate in the service upstairs as well as teach them about our religious 
beliefs. 

The Building and Grounds Team renovated the robing room and made space 
for a desk for Fr. Curtis. George Booth, with the aid of a friend with a heavy bucket 
truck, was able to safely and securely install the new large cross to the roof, on one 
non-rainy Saturday morning He had many spectators as he worked high above the 
ground and photos of his work were included in the Suncook Sun the following week. 

The walkway to the Undercroft was completed in September 2008 and it was 
discovered early in 2009 that the lower portion of the property needed to be graded 
and re-seeded. Daniel Welch, with expert advice from Frank Volpini, managed to 
complete the necessary repairs to the lawn in time for Old Home Day events. 

Ben Jones, a recent college graduate with a degree in forest engineering along 
with his Dad, Wes and Daniel Welch, trimmed all the storm damaged trees, identified 
potential problem branches, and trimmed all the trees in the front and back of the 
church property. 

During Spring it was announced that the July fair would include a new venture, a 
silent auction. This project was spear-headed by Marylee Johnson with the help of several others, and it 
proved to be a successful addition to the fair. 

During the July 26th service, at a time when Organist Keith Belanger was not playing the organ, suddenly 
the organ pipes moved and clanged! For some strange reason they became dislodged from their space and 
some fell down while others tipped sideways. This shocked everyone, and several men raced forward to help 
with the cleaning up of the pipes. Actually the casing that held the pipes had come detached which allowed 
the pipes to hit one another as they began to fall. It was a sound one will always remember! 

On October 11th Fr. Curtis announced that a Commitment Ceremony for Pat Kelley and Wilbur Signor 
would be held during the service on October 18th. During the beginning of the service on October 18th, the 
ceiling spot light in the area of the organ came out of its socket, fell and hit the turn-buckle pipe and 
exploded all over those in the front left pews, and landed on the floor. Several men rose to help remove the 
glass fragments and clean up the pew cushions. There were no injuries. The other spot lights were turned off 
and Fr. Curtis asked for no more fireworks until after Pat and Wilbur were united later in the service. A 
reception for Pat and Wilbur was held in the Undercroft following the morning service. 
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George Both in the 
bucket installs the  
new roof cross. 



On November 29th we enjoyed Rich Corning’s piping  in recognition of the November 30 feast day of 
St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland, when the “Kirkin’ O the Tartan” is often celebrated. The tradition 
began in the days when the English outlawed tartan cloth as symbols of rebellion; people hid bits of tartan 
and brought them to church to be blessed. The modern version dates from WWII when it was used to 
celebrate Scottish heritage and raise funds for the care of the sick and wounded. The spiritual lesson can be 
found in how we are all woven into a new family in God—with many threads and many colors making a 
unique cloth. 

On December 20th the annual Christmas pageant was held at the beginning of the service. Many joined 
in the pageant, dressed in various garments, and playing various parts of the gospel. 
 

 
 
Fr. Curtis crafted a poem which detailed the pageant from beginning to end as follows: 
 

St. Stephen’s Christmas Pageant 2009 
 
The call went out for parishioners to swell, 
The ranks of the pageant, the French call “Noel.” 
We all had arrived at half past the eight, 
Though some after nine, well, they were quite late. 
Some came with bags of costumes quite splendid, 
Others picked from boxes of pageants long ended. 
 
The story begins with the shepherd called Curtis 
(Whose sisters insist on calling him Mertis!). 
He spoke to the crowd of all that were gathered, 
Some called him father, though none had he fathered! 
He started the story that others would mime, 
With words quite familiar, “once upon a time.” 
 
First Gabriel came to the maiden called Mary, 
Who comforted her and begged her not worry, 
Then Gabe, the archangel, Alexandra to some, 
Departed for heaven, whence she had come. 
Next she met cousin Liz, who’s baby quite leapt 
In her womb at the greeting, and nearly quite wept. 
Soon Maddie, uh, Liz, departed for home, 

 
      Christmas Pageant, December 2009 

 



Inspired by the meeting and soon wrote a poem, 
And hailed the fair maiden so full of grace, 
That blessed was she in all time and space. 
 
When Elizabeth at last gave up and gave birth 
To a son they named John, who’d be special on earth, 
Zechariah, the grand-dad, who mute had long been, 
Quite suddenly broke forth in a loud sounding din, 
(But of all of the mute who played in our play, 
A singer named George was a fine choice I’d say.) 
He told of the baby whose life would prepare 
A way for the Lord, the one who would care. 
 
Poor Mary (recruited in haste, it was Jackie) 
Grabbed Joseph, quite younger, though some thought this tacky, 
And a beast that helped on the path that was graveled 
Was a camel that seemed, shall we say, quite well traveled, 
But bravely they made it to the town of his people, 
Bethlehem, it was called, but no church or a steeple 
With no room in the inn, kind Chris and fair Fayth 
Put them up in the barn, and there they would stay-eth, 
Till finally, at last, the baby was born 
On the very first first-est of all Christmas morns. 
 
Processions of strangers came to see the great site, 
Of the babe that was born in the barn on that night. 
There were shepherd and shepherdess and all were quite bonnie, 
One carrying a lamb, and her name was Connie. 
There were other good shepherds that came with the gang 
There was Noah, Ben, Mason, and angels who sang, 
Glory to God in the highest and peace, 
To all, while the baby slept gently on fleece. 
One sweet little shepherdess, one they called Rose, 
Was really the best of them all, I suppose. 
 
Three wise men came sauntering right down the aisle, 
Whether wise men or kings, they made us all smile. 
The wise man named Michael held myrrh high aloft, 
True gift for a king, the fragrance quite soft. 
Then came the wise Chris, called king of the Chris-es, 
With turban on top, thanks to the missus. 
(Who strangely tonight came in from the fog, 
And sat in a pew dressed as a dog!) 
Chris bore the fine gold that gleamed in the night, 
With a shine that bespoke of the real one true light. 
Brian the Bold with bright crimson cape, 
Was bedecked in great splendor…thanks to some tape; 
Frankincense bore he, worth more than a bank, 
The fragrance so grand, not one thought it stank! 
They found the wee babe with mom in the manger, 
They had bravely marched on, though Herod warned danger. 
 



At last we came to end of our saga, 
The audience amazed, they were all quiet a-gaga! 
We stood front and center and crowded around 
The gift that was gifted, with joy that abounds, 
Our Lord who was born, the babe meek and mild, 
The one we adore, beloved Christ child. 
 
And now if you think we up-ended the drama, 
Next year, I hear, no camel, but lama! 

 
 
Fr. Curtis’ Christmas message included his thoughts: “I also think at this time of year of all those who 

have no family, no faith, or are far from home and long for loved ones—like our service members waiting 
out in the deserts of Iraq and Afghanistan. We need to hold them in prayer and reach out to them as we are 
able, because it was long ago in another desert that it came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  ‘peace on the earth, good will to men, from 
heaven’s all gracious king—the world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing!’” 
 

 

2010 
 
 

n Fr. Curtis’s report of the fourth year of his ministry with us he reminded us that the very first 
Sunday of the year, January 3rd, we cancelled church due to a big three-day snow storm. It was the 
first time we had done this in years! He also stated this past year that the armed forces began to 

gradually withdraw from Iraq, but we also increased our commitment in Afghanistan, which continued to 
exact a dear cost in lives an treasure. In the national elections this last year we saw the Republicans win a 
majority in the House of Representatives. In State elections the House. Senate and Executive Council were all 
won by Republican majorities coming in on a tide of the new “Tea Party” movement. We also weathered yet 
another year where there were mixed signs of economic recovery though many, including some of our own 
are unemployed or underemployed. In spite of this the parish ended the year in the black when we had 
planned a deficit budget and we maintained a strong outreach to local and international needs thanks to our 
wonderful fundraising events led by Connie Mitchell and many helpful hands.  

We were also blessed with new members that jumped in and contributed freely of their time, talent and 
treasure. Our “little parish with the big heart” continued to thrive because of them and the faithfulness of 

long-standing members. In the midst of our national 
economic situation, our pledge campaign even 
increased 20% this year. 

Parish Life Guild Chair, Connie Mitchell, 
reported there were several projects and fundraisers 
included in the activities during 2010. In March, 
members of the parish gathered with Virginia 
Pearson to piece together a patriotic quilt that would 
be given to an injured soldier through the Quilts of 
Valor program. On June 27th a special blessing of the 
quilt was included in the worship service. Also 
spearheaded was a community raffle of the “Town 
Green” quilt which netted $500 for the benefit of 
area food pantries. Our yearly fundraisers were also 
held and the recently established silent auction 
fundraiser again was a wonderful success. Thanks to 
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Joe Knox and Virginia Pearson work on the Quilt of 
Valor, Spring 2010 

 
 



Marylee Johnson, Carole Brown and Mary Ellen Siudut for 
their help with this project. 

In August we were treated to a program by summer 
parishioner Richard Wilson, Professor of Architectural 
History at the University of Virginia, who gave us a “guided 
tour” of our building as he explained the architectural 
highlights of this very special place that we call St. 
Stephen’s. Professor Wilson volunteered to contribute 
information about the building’s structure and the many 
special windows that were given in memory of early 
parishioners, all of which has been included in this edition 
of the history. 

The Building and Grounds Team extended their 
thanks, once again, to George Booth for braving the 
January cold and wind to put up the small cross on the roof 
of the church entrance. Its annual report stated that for the 
third year in a row, we have successfully upgraded our church home. This year there were three main projects 
undertaken: the Sacristy, the closet under the staircase and “the shed”. Other projects completed were 
installation of a “peephole” in the closet doors to be compliant with the Safe Church audit and setting up the 
dehumidifier so that it drains without someone having to come to empty it daily. 

The Sacristy was given a new custom-made step, new lighting and new dropped ceiling, plus re-
plumbing of the sink and drain, repair of the faucets an electrical outlet and new counter top. Extra shelves 
were added to the tall cabinet, and a new floor was put into place, the old carpet was removed and new carpet 
installed. The panel wall was reinforced to stabilize the structure. The old exterior door was sealed and 
weather sealing applied to reduce the draft. Plans were made to seal over the external door in 2011. With 
careful shopping and use of recycled materials this renovation cost less than $350.00 for the interior materials. 
Many thanks go to Wes Jones and Daniel Welch for their professional work. 

New lighting was added to the closet under the stairs and wooden shelves were custom built to fit the 
closet, leaving a walking space to access the storage. The area for hanging choir robes, vestments, etc. was 
placed along the concrete wall to accommodate access to the storage area.  

In late summer, a working group of parishioners gathered after church to tackle “the shed.”  Everything 
that could be removed was taken out of the room. Everything was identified and sorted, and two pick-up 
trucks full of “stuff” were hauled to the dump. When finished, there was a neat and tidy storage area with 
easy access to the furnace fuel tank and water system. 

Many thanks were extended to all those who have helped with these projects. 
Other opportunities for parishioners to get together included celebrations and special occasions such as 

the Mardi Gras brunch in February, the annual picnic and outdoor church service in August and the 
Christmas brunch in December. The very popular Foyer Dinner program was held in the spring. This 
program brought parishioners together for a series of four monthly dinners hosted by the participants. As our 
congregation hails from twelve different communities, this program has provided a great way to get to know 
each other. A special farewell lunch was held for Caio DeSa who was heading home to Brazil after spending a 
school year in Pittsfield while living with the Booths. The Knoxes invited the parishioners to a reception in 
October, which followed the renewal of their vows in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

Senior Warden Chris Porter reported that the hugely successful fundraising and stewardship seasons 
allowed the Vestry to present a balanced budget for the next year, which is a first in recent memory. 
  

 
The Silent Auction is a popular and beneficial 
fundraiser  for St. Stephen’s. 
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enior Warden Chris Porter reported that the successful fundraising and stewardship seasons would 
allow us to provide Fr. Curtis, Keith Belanger and Katie Belanger with cost-of-living salary 
increases in the year of 2012. Serving his sixth year as Senior Warden, Chris stated his favorite 

milestone of the year is always Christmas Eve, when Fr. Curtis celebrated his fifth anniversary with St. 
Stephen’s. He said he is grateful to Fr. Curtis for his leadership, friendship and pastoral care of us all. Chris 
also reported that his favorite project, which took longer to accomplish, was securing official State of New 
Hampshire highway signs alerting all those travelling on Route 28 north or southbound to the presence of St. 
Stephen’s in Pittsfield. He also stated the Vestry was already looking ahead to St. Stephen’s 150th anniversary 
in Year 2013. 

Fr. Curtis included in his annual report that, this year, we saw the awful tsunami in Japan that killed so 
many and left so many homeless. Our state suffered through Hurricane Irene which did damage by flooding 
in some areas but severely affected our neighbors in Vermont due to the track of the storm. With great relief 
and trepidation we pulled out our last combat troops from Iraq, while the conflict continued in Afghanistan. 
Our economic condition seemed to be improving ever so slowly but its tenuous hold is exacerbated by the 
economic woes of Greece, Portugal Ireland and Spain, and the European Union in general. Republican 
candidates continued to travel from state to state as caucuses and primaries were held to determine the one 
candidate who will seek the office of President of the United States. 

Fr. Curtis thanked the Vestry for all their hard work, Keith and Katie and the choir, Charlotte and the 
Altar Guild Team, Connie Mitchell and all those who helped with the fundraising efforts, George Booth and 
the Outreach Team, Sabra Welch and the Building and Grounds Team, the Ministry Team and special thanks 
to Reverends Mary Beale, John Allen and Cheryl Moore for leading worship in his absence. 

The Building and Grounds Team reported that cracks were found in the Undercroft brick façade. They 
were evaluated and bids sought for the repair work. The foundation was inspected and found to be sound. 
The repairs to the facade were completed in August. The brick facing is scheduled to be power washed and 
sealed in 2012. In early fall it was noticed that two shingles on the east side of the church roof had come 
loose. Because of the pitch of the roof and the distance from the ground to the area where the shingles had 
come loose, professional assistance was needed. A local company known and recommended by several 
members evaluated the issue. The loose shingles were replaced and the fascia board re-nailed and a hole that 
admitted birds was closed and the entire roof was inspected at the Vestry’s request. Several deficiencies were 
found and reported to the Vestry along with recommendations for improvements. The Vestry approved 
planned recommendations and will continue to monitor the 
condition of the roof over the winter and make further decisions 
in Spring 2012. 

The Parish Life Guild reported successful fundraisers again 
this year. Thanks were given to the inmates of the New 
Hampshire Women’s Prison for their gifts of handmade crafts to 
sell at our fairs, adding their support for others in distress. 

The Outreach Team was able to increase their contributions 
to the various food pantries and to add two additional food 
pantries to their list. Discussion was held concerning a 
contribution to the Hoops for Heroes Fund in support of 
parishioner Dave Cummings, who has a personal goal of making 
one million free throws and in raising money for the Intrepid 
Fallen Heroes Fund. He hoped to raise one million dollars to help 
support our wounded troops. It was possible to set up a court 
near the church for Dave to shoot baskets during Old Home Day 
and to allow us to collect donations for Dave’s project. 
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Under the Hospitality Committee, Lucinda Kerivan and Sabra Welch set the scene for a number of 
parish events in 2011 which including receptions for baptisms, a funeral collation, a joyous celebration 
following a commitment ceremony, receptions in honor of our retiring Bishop Gene Robinson, and Fr. 
Curtis’s 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. Also parties to celebrate Mardi Gras and 
Christmas, and lunch for hungry workers on the spring and fall church clean-up days were held. 

We considered discontinuing the dinner for Rotary balloonists and their crews because of the work 
involved in preparing the dinner for 100 people when attendance, at a maximum was around 50 people. The 
Rotary paid us for 100 dinners but could no longer plan a way for the balloonists and their crews to leave the 
field to come to the church for their meals. It was voted to discontinue this fundraising event. 

Because of Hurricane Irene, the parish was unable to hold their annual August outdoor service and 
picnic at Argue Park this year. 

On October 29th Fr. Curtis e-mailed parishioners that although he was very reluctant to cancel church 
services, he decided to cancel the October 30th service because of the incoming Nor’easter. He asked that 
everyone stay safe and worm at home. This storm was called an “Octsnowber”storm as it brought lots of 
snow and lasted from the end of October to November first. 

On December 18th another memorable performance of the “St. Stephen’s Repertory Company” 
performed, as they pantomimed the Christmas story. New and old actors performed and delighted all who 
attended. The Christmas potluck brunch followed the service. 
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ather Curtis, in his annual report reminded all of the year we staged a Palm Sunday procession 
with snow shoes after the service just ’cause we were still inundated with snow. He reminded all 
that each year is different and this year he was anticipating a calmer year than the years 2008 and 

2009. 
The Outreach Team asked for help in distributing the food and other goods to the food pantries in the 

surrounding towns. A volunteer from each town was selected for this duty. 
The celebration of the church’s 150th anniversary was discussed and decisions on the date of Sunday,  

May 19, 2013 for the main service, reception and luncheon, and the gift of new purple altar linens for the 
church were approved. Money for the gift would be set aside by the treasurer. An ad hoc committee met in 
May to begin discussing the upcoming celebration and the updating and revision of the church history. 

The Selection Committee of the Diocese had selected three candidates for 10th Bishop of New 
Hampshire, one of whom would succeed retiring Bishop Gene Robinson. A reception was held at St. Paul’s 

School to meet the candidates and many parishioners attended, spoke 
with the nominees and reported their findings to the Selection 
Committee.  

In April the loss of Grace Holden, and in May the loss of Ed Suidut, 
two relatively new, but very active members of St. Stephen’s, brought a 
feeling of despair to the parish. Both are missed very much. 

Father Curtis established a men’s choir called MOSSIS Chorus (Men 
of St. Stephen’s Infrequent Singers). Their first performance was 
scheduled on May 27th in celebration of the baptism of two little boys, 
Paul Robert Dion and Liam Francis Donahue. Each received a faith chest 
filled with tokens of encouragement from parishioners. 

We welcomed Rev. Cheryl Moore, Rev. Canon Charles LaFond and 
other guest clergy on the Sundays Fr. Curtis was away during the summer 
months. Although the weather hampered the town-wide yard sale and the 
attendance at the Old Home Day celebration was down, the parishioners 
were thankful for the amount of funds received from these two efforts. 
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Margaret Porter of St. Stephen’s 
with the Rt. Rev. Rob Hirschfeld 
at his consecration, August 2012.  
Bishop Rob will preside at our 
150th Anniversary Service and 
Celebration on Pentecost Sunday, 
2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Just as the national hurricane season was waning, along came Hurricane Sandy in October. Sandy began 
in the Caribbean on October 25 and by October 29 had swept through New Jersey and New York. The 
massive storm caused significant damage as well as loss of life, and many areas experienced record flooding 
and power outages as well as loss of their homes. By the time Sandy arrived in our area, she had lost a lot of 
her strength, but did topple trees and cause power failures in many communities.  

The Holiday Fair in November, which featured a mini-silent auction this year, was again a success. The 
weather did cooperate for this event. The parish-wide Christmas Brunch was held on December 16th and 
brought many families together at this busy time of the season. The Christmas Pageant was performed at the 
regular service on December 23rd and as usual was remarkably performed by everyone who participated. The 
Christmas Eve service began at 6:30 p.m. with a carol sing and the traditional service followed at 7:00 p.m. 
The church was decorated with beautiful poinsettia plants that were given by members of the parish in 
memory and thanksgiving of their family members. 
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he Year 2013 actually began with the Annual Meeting, when all the activities in 2012 by 
committees (Teams) are reported and discussed, along with the acceptance of the church budget 
for the 2013 year. There was not an empty chair at the luncheon, provided by the Vestry 

members, which included a delicious variety of food that pleased everyone’s palate. 
When Chris Porter, Senior Warden, opened the business meeting he spoke of looking back on his 

seventh year as Senior Warden. The year 2012 was an eventful year, most notable for our hugely successful 
fund-raising and stewardship seasons both of which allow for the presentation of another balanced budget 
for 2013. Chris was reminded annually of how well we manage St. Stephen’s financial needs not to mention 
the needs of the diocese, which we faithfully support by committing to provide 100% of our fair share. We 
are among the few parishes in the diocese that consistently and unwaveringly meets our fair share 
commitment. He also stated that his favorite milestone of the year is always Christmas Eve, when Fr. Curtis 
celebrated his sixth anniversary with St. Stephen’s. Chris said he was grateful for Fr. Curtis’s continued, 
unflagging leadership, friendship, and pastoral care of us all. 

Chris informed those present that the Vestry was looking ahead to St. Stephen’s 150th anniversary, now 
around the corner, and our new Bishop Rob’s first visit to Pittsfield. 

During Fr. Curtis’s recap of the Year 2012 he stated the year saw the election and transition of a new 
diocesan bishop as The Rev. Robert Hirschfeld was elected Bishop Coadjutor and Bishop Gene Robinson 
looked forward to retirement. He thanked Margaret Porter and our former rector, Fr. Kevin Nichols for their 
good leadership of the interview and listening process that allowed parishioners from all area churches to 
meet and speak to the three candidates for the office of bishop.  

Fr. Curtis stated that we survived another election. It really seemed as though we had been under a 
campaign barrage for two years, partly because we are the “First in the Nation Primary,” and because we 
became one of the battleground states with polling indicating a closely divided electorate. President Obama 
was reelected in the national election, Maggie Hassan won the gubernatorial contest, Annie Kuster and Carole 
Shea-Porter won the House of Representatives seats, and they along with Senators Kelly Ayotte and Jean 
Shaheen, comprise the first all-female delegation to Congress from any state! 

We avoided the “fiscal cliff” near the end of the year, but financial woes and gridlock still endure in 
Washington. Our leaders need our prayers more than ever! Fr. Curtis thanked the Vestry who gave many 
unsung hours to keep our parish going, and collectively extended his thanks to all those who help by leading a 
team, or in participating in the fund-raising efforts, and also thanked the Reverends Mary Beale, John Allen 
and Cheryl Moore for leading worship in his absence. 

During the meeting the annual reports of the various teams/committees were read and discussed. The 
Outreach Team reported they were able to provide assistance to Northwood, Epsom, Chichester, Pittsfield, 
Strafford, Barnstead and Deerfield Food Pantries, providing a total of $6,000 for items that are needed but 
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not usually donated. The committee is exploring better ways to serve our parish and communities. This year 
they were able to contribute to the local, national and global levels through the fundraising efforts and 
continued with the Sox Appeal and toys and gifts for the children of New Hampshire prisoners. The Parish 
Life Team’s report stated that in addition to leading the various fundraising, with the help of the hospitality 
committee, Lucinda Kerivan and Sabra Welch, several gatherings were held including luncheons, a funeral 
collation, a baptism reception and a Passover Seder, Christmas potluck and cafes at fundraisers. The 
subcommittee in charge of World Day of Prayer, held at St. Stephen’s on March 1st 2013, announced that 
there were over 50 people in attendance. Refreshments were served following the service. 

The Building and Grounds Team would work to make sure the church is in excellent condition for the 
upcoming anniversary celebration. They plan to make sure the roof work is completed and all entrance doors 
are painted and in good working condition, and that the Undercroft floor is professionally cleaned and waxed. 
Also the gardens will be spruced up.  

The Treasurer reported an excellent Year 2012 with pledges increased and provisions in the budget to 
allow Father Curtis to take a sabbatical, and also to provide a cost of living increase to Father Curtis, Organist 
Keith Belanger and Music Director Katie Belanger. 

During open discussion, Marion Knox briefed those present on the outline of the 150th anniversary 
celebration on May 19th. She asked for help with invitations, the luncheon and setting up for the luncheon, 
and cleaning up afterwards, in addition to contributing time at the worship service by ushering, singing, or 
tending to other details. Volunteers came forward and the invitations will be sent out on schedule. Additional 
team meetings were held in March. 

Chris Porter announced that the year-long project of obtaining signage along Route 28 for St. Stephen’s 
Church has come to be. He also unveiled the new sign that will replace the present one at the entrance to the 
church, which he stated is a gift to the church. 

On February 8 and 9, 2013 southern and central New Hampshire were handed a monster Nor’easter 
storm, with Great Lake snow and a rain storm from Florida combined. The two masses merged and we were 
blanketed with fluffy snow and high gusty winds for two days. The result was a record of over 24 inches of 
snow in several areas and many drifts also. For the second time in Fr. Curtis’ time with us he announced via 
e-mail there would be no Sunday Service! Many replied to his e-mail with words of thanks and hope that they 
would not lose their electricity. 

The new purple altar linens were blessed during the Ash Wednesday service and were placed on the altar 
with the other hangings. Steve Ekerberg wrote a series of news articles for the local papers that provided 
highlights of the 150 years of St. Stephen’s Church. The history was updated and reprinted and a copy was 
given to the clergy guests who attended the May 19th service. Special invitations were sent to members of the 
clergy who had been rector at St. Stephen’s in the past, and also those who have filled in while a rector was 
away. It is hoped that former members of the church would be able to be present and renew their friendships 
with everyone. 

 
Rectors serving St. Stephen’s 1994-2013: 

The Rev. John Allen December 1, 1992 to May 1, 1999 
The Rev. Kevin Nichols  September 10, 2000 to November 12, 2007 
The Rev. Curtis Metzger (priest-in-charge, then rector)    
     December 24, 2007 to present 

Interim Priests 
The Rev. Jack O’Donnell   May 2, 1999 to August 8, 1999 
The Rev. Teresa Gocha  August 15, 1999 to September 3, 2000 

 
Supply Priests:  

The Rev. John Allen                
The Rev. Mary Beale               
The Rev. Harold Beliveau 
The Rev. George Blackman 
The Rev. Jennie Gould 



The Rev. Janet Lombardo 
The Rev. Canon Charles LaFond 
The Rev. Cheryl Moore 

 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  

George Owen                    
George Stevens                 
Jane-Ann Fuller             
Yvonne Loomis                  
Lucinda Kerivan 
Joseph W. Boudreau 
George Hetu 
Betty Whinn 
Leone Keene 
Grace Holden 
George Booth 
Steve Ekerberg 
 
At this time, the writing of the history will be ended in order to prepare it to be printed and made ready 

for the celebration on May 19th. The next writing will include the balance of the Year 2013 from March 
through December and will include a wonderful accounting of the 150th anniversary celebration of St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church of Pittsfield, New Hampshire. 
  



Appendix: The Architecture of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
 

 
rchitecturally St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church made a new and rather dramatic statement when 
its construction finished and it was consecrated in 1866.  Instead of the rather plain white boxes 
of most New Hampshire and indeed New England meeting houses/churches it stood out with 

its steeply pointed roof, dark vertical siding, the round rose window at the front and pointed arched windows 
on the sides and rear, and then the tall dark interior brilliantly lit by stained glass.  St. Stephen’s might be 
classified as in the “rural Gothic” or the “carpenter Gothic” mode and certainly it was very different from 
most other places of religious worship. 

The sources for St. Stephen’s style comes from Upjohn’s Rural Church Architecture originally published in 
1852 and several times thereafter.  The author, Richard Upjohn (1802-1878), trained in England and learned 
carpentry and architecture through the apprentice system.  He immigrated initially to New Bedford, 
Massachusetts and then New York City where he became a very prominent architect designing many 
Episcopal churches in the South, East and Midwest.  Upjohn helped to bring to the United States a 
revolution that was occurring in the Anglican Church in England that is frequently referred to as the 
Ecclesiological or the Oxford movements.  The intent of the Ecclesiologists was  to return the Anglican 
Church to its roots prior to the split with Rome.  Liturgy, processions, and music were brought back into the 
service which should take place in a building that resembled the Gothic and/or medieval buildings of the 11 th  
to 16th centuries.  This new Anglicanism (sometimes called “high church” or “Anglo-Catholic”) was very 
controversial in England and also in the United States.  Richard Upjohn led the American branch of the 
Ecclesiologists in the Episcopal Church with his Gothic Revival Trinity Church (1840 onwards) at Wall Street 
in New York and then many others.  Since many congregations could not afford masonry (stone) buildings 
such as Trinity, he authored Upjohn’s Rural Church Architecture, which showed a variety of wood buildings with 
details culled from England’s medieval past.  Upjohn’s book became very popular with Episcopal parishes 
and examples of wood Gothic churches similar to St. Stephen’s still can be found almost everywhere 
including Virginia, Alabama Iowa and Wisconsin.  Upjohn was popular in New Hampshire and he (and his 
son Richard M. Upjohn) designed the large stone Grace Episcopal Church, 1860, in Manchester and a 
wooden St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1863, in Charlestown. 

St. Stephen’s comes directly from Upjohn’s book with a few modifications.  Instead of a side entry, the 
vestibule porch is moved to the front, and also it lacks complicated wooden trim (known as barge or verge 
boards) on its front gable.  Otherwise, St. Stephen’s follows very much Upjohn’s plans with its steep roof, the 
vertical board and batten siding (which emphasized this was not the traditional horizontal clapboards), the 
pointed arched windows, the exterior cross (very unusual for the time) and its dark color. 

The interior was equally dramatic with its oiled dark chestnut wood paneling and tall dark ceiling.  The 
ceiling support was huge wooden braces that are named hammer beams and come from English medieval 
churches.  Pew seating was provided for about 150 and a stone baptismal font was soon added.  The focus of 
the interior lay on the chancel and the altar.  Dramatizing the altar were the stained glass windows behind it 
done by Owen Doremus (1819-78) of Montclair, New Jersey.  Doremus was well known for the many 
windows he produced for Episcopal churches.  For St. Stephen’s he created a complex chancel window with 
green fleur-de-lys and rosettes, and then a focus on a winged dove, crosses, and two on the sides, a font 
(baptism) and chalice (communion and confirmation).  Doremus also produced a vibrant round window for 
the street front consisting of many patterns with a rose color, and also supplied the small windows in the 
vestibule.  At some point soon after the Doremus windows were installed, white opaque windows bordered 
in red and green glass were installed in the nave with the obvious intention that in time more stained glass 
would be added. 

The other stained glass windows date from the twentieth century and illuminate the changing tastes.  
Charles Connick (1875-1945) of Boston opened his studio in 1912 and revolutionized stained glass in the 
United States by turning to medieval models for color and also forms.  Connick’s studio produced more than 
20,000 windows before it closed in 1980.  The Good Samaritan window given by Evelyn Sanderson in 
memory of her husband and the Good Shepherd window given by Miss Anne Selleck are signed by Charles 
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Connick. The Good Shepherd was installed in 1960 while the Good Samaritan came earlier but is of the same 
style.  The other two front nave windows, the St. Elizabeth given by Edward P. Sanderson in memory of his 
mother, and the St. Stephen given by Sanderson in memory of his father, appear to have been installed in the 
early 1930s and while unsigned, look very much like Connick windows.  Finally, the St. Ann window given in 
memory of Ann Selleck is very different in color and figure and was installed in 1970.  Unfortunately it is 
unsigned and no records have been found but it resembles the work of Dick Millard who was working for the 
Rambusch Studios in New York and did spend time in New Hampshire.  But it could be by another stained 
glass maker, we are not sure. 

The renovations made in 1975 changed certain aspects of St. Stephen’s.  It was most notable on the 
exterior as the church was raised several feet.  The old foundation was crumbling and the new foundation was 
built higher to provide useable space for the Undercroft.  A side view of the church revealed the brick facing 
applied to the concrete foundation. 

In 1989 a new communion rail at the chancel, and added kneelers, were designed and crafted by George 
Stevens, and were given in memory of Beatrice C. Blake and Alice G. Knox. 

In l994 long steel tie bars were installed on the interior next to the hammer beams, which helped to 
maintain the straightness of the walls. 

In l996 the new entrance with the curving walkway, was installed utilizing a $7500 UTO Grant, plus 
donations for the construction cost.  The purpose was to conform to the Americans With Disabilities Act 
and to provide a safer entrance to the church. 

In l999 using money bequeathed to the Guild by Agnes Ring, the stained glass windows at the altar, by 
Doremus, which had been damaged, were repaired and some replacements were installed. 

All of the renovations and improvements made between 1975 and 2000 brought the structure into a 
more stable, useable and accessible place for worship, meetings and events. 

 
 
Richard Guy Wilson, Professor at the University of Virginia, is a Gilmanton, NH summer resident 

who attends St. Stephen’s regularly. He supplied this information for the 150th Anniversary celebration 
reprinting of the parish history, and we are grateful for his research and writings.    
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